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Come out of your Comfort Zone,
Activist tells NEMO officials

“Come on the ground and meet the
people. Michelle Forbes and the
others, do not sit in your offices where
you are comfortable with your air
conditioner. Meet us on the ground.”

Continues on page 3

Health Officials reject WHO’s
Health authorities here have
frowned on a World Health Organization (WHO) International
Health Regulation (IHR) placing this country in the category of Community
Transmission as it relates
to the Covid-19 pandemic, moving it from its
category of Sporadic
Cases.

Community
Spread Label!
Continues on page 17

New Dome
Expanding

CMO Dr Simone
Keizer-Beache

Nurses ‘Choke

Q READ
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Bosses’ in Fight over
Covid-19 mix-up!

The new dome with the older 1979 dome in the background for size
comparison. The new dome is roughly 3/4 the height of the 1979 dome
and is growing more or less equally in both directions (east to west).
Estimated size as of 15/01/2021 is 340m (L) x 160m (W) x 90m (H). Photo
by Dr Thomas Christopher and UWI Seismic Unit. Q See also page 12

Brothers in broadcasting, the late Randy
D (left) with Earl Capp Stephens

Brother to Brother!
Q READ STORY ON PAGE 5

Air Canada Suspends Flights to SVG
Last Monday 18th January, 2021
when Air Canada flight AC930,
taxied down the runway of the
Argyle International Airport
(AIA), it was the last until possibly
April.
The airline have suspended
flights to a number of routes
including St Vincent and the
Grenadines.
The cancelation of flights
effective from Monday is expected
to run until April 11th, hopefully
by then it would be a much better
environment for them to return and
for travelling.
Since the implementation in
Canada of increased travel
restrictions and other measures, in
addition to the existing quarantine
requirement, which Air Canada
said have had an “immediate
impact” on bookings hence they
having to make “the difficult but

necessary decision to further adjust
our schedule and rationalise our
transborder, Caribbean and
domestic routes to better reflect
expected demand and to reduce
cash burn.”
They said they regret the
impact the difficult decisions will
have on “our employees who have
worked very hard during the
pandemic looking after our
customers, as well as on the
affected communities.”
Affected customers on all
routes will be contacted and offered
options, including “refunds for
eligible customers and alternative
routings where available.”
Air Canada said they will
continue to evaluate and adjust the
route network as required in
response to the trajectory of the
pandemic, government-imposed
travel restrictions and quarantines,

and to market and regulatory
conditions.
Air Canada resumed flights to
SVG in July last year, after the
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US Citizens urged
to come home now
Citizens returning to the USA, have been urged by
the United States government, to come home now or
be barred from re-entry if they are unsure they can
meet the new Covid-19 requirements.
According to a statement from the United States
Embassy in Barbados, the CDC has ordered that all
airline passengers travelling to the US provide proof
of a negative Covid-19 test or recovery from Covid19.
“United States citizens in countries where
adequate Covid-19 testing is not available or may
not be able to satisfy the requirements, should depart
immediately or prepare to be unable to return to the
United States until such time as they can meet the
requirements.”
“Effective January 26, all airline passengers to
the United States ages two years and older, must
provide either a negative Covid-19 viral test taken
within three calendar days of travel or provide a
positive test result and documentation from a licensed
health-care provider or public health official of
having recovered from Covid-19 in the 90 days
preceding travel.”
“Passengers must also attest, under penalty of

law, to having received a negative qualifying test
result or to recovery from Covid-19 and medical
clearance to travel,” the US Government release
stated.
Airlines have been instructed that they “must
deny boarding to passengers who do not meet these
requirements”.
The order applies to all countries.
With the Covid-19 pandemic showing no sign
of slowing down, and new, more infectious strains
being discovered in South Africa, Britain, and
recently in Brazil, the US Centres for Disease
Control (CDC) has issued a new order giving
Americans until January 26 to return home, under
the new Covid-19 restrictions, or be barred from
returning.
Travel restrictions which require proof of a
negative Covid-19 test or recovery from Covid-19,
were also imposed by the Canadian and UK
Governments.
Canada has urged its citizens against nonemergency travel due to increasing cases in a second
wave of Covid-19, which the UK ordered persons to
“stay at home.”

Covid-19 pandemic earlier in the
year had forced a lock down in
most countries across the globe.
Air Canada reportedly has

temporarily suspended flights to
44 destinations, 12 domestic, 10
trans-border and 22 international
routes.

Another Dengue Death,
62 New Covid Cases!
St Vincent and the Grenadines Tuesday recorded another death due to
Dengue Fever.
“The 15-year-old asthmatic female was admitted to hospital early in
January 2021 with acute dengue fever and a severe allergic drug
reaction,” a release from the Health Sub Committee of the National
Emergency Management Organisation, Nemo, states. “After remaining
stable initially, the teenager developed complications one week ago,
deteriorated and died today,” the release added.
“One thousand, seven hundred and ninety (1,790) laboratory
confirmed cases of dengue fever have been recorded and eight (8)
persons have died from the complications of severe dengue fever during
this current outbreak.”
Meanwhile, St Vincent and the Grenadines Tuesday confirmed 62
new Covid-19 cases. “All of the cases are nationals detected during
contact tracing, testing at flu clinics and targeted screening. There have
now been 464 local cases of Covid-19, the majority of whom are linked
to various cluster types including work sites, churches and private
parties.
One hundred and nineteen (119) persons have recovered, four
hundred and eighty-one (481) cases remain active and two persons (2)
persons have died from the complications of Covid-19. A total of six
hundred and two (602) cases of Covid-19 have been reported in St
Vincent and the Grenadines. All positive cases will remain isolated until
cleared.”

Gonsalves outlines Covid plans
Vincentians are going to see
the strategic plans to tackling
Covid-19 that are already in
place, being refined for better
delivery, as well as others
being proposed all in aim
“to flatten the current rising
curve of Covid-19,” locally.
Prime Minister Dr Ralph
Gonsalves in addressing the
nation, last Monday 18th
January, 202, said there are
more significant activity to
be continued and ramped up
such as the interrelated
bundle to find, to trace, to
test, to isolate and to support.
Gonsalves said we must
be able, quickly, to find, trace
and isolate persons and
offering
support
to
vulnerable persons. This, he
said, as while in isolation
it’s critical to maintaining
public health nutritional and
personal security and safety.
The measures which are
currently
being

implemented, the PM said,
will focus on “aggressive
surveillance to allow for the
early identification of
positive cases.”
During the week the
health authorities are to
further ramp up their work
in these respects, at the 22
designated flu clinics across
all nine health districts.
Speaking
on
the
theme,”No one is truly safe
until everyone is safe,” a
theme he explained is relevant
immediately to four sets of
health and social conditions,
and their interconnections
with those of an economic
and security nature.
The four conditions he
was referring to were “the
Covid-19 virus, dengue
infections, a possible
explosive volcanic eruption,
or other natural disaster and
criminal violence.
“In each case, I repeat,

no one is truly safe until
everyone is safe, this
reputation is necessary and
desirable, in light of the
recent spiral in the number
of persons with no travel
history, who have tested
positive for Covid-19, the
continued treat of dengue,
though currently receding,
the looming challenge of a
possible volcanic, an
explosive one at the La
Soufierre volcano, and an
ongoing assault and battery
on life and limb arising from
criminal
violence,”
Gonsalves
explained,
however, he said his
emphasis is on Covid-19.

Attributes to
Covid spiral
In his address, the Prime
minister noted the spiral
explaining that, between
March 11, 2020 at December

Prime Minister Dr Ralph
Gonsalves
27, 2020, there were 110 PCR
positives in SVG, between
December, 28th, and January
17, 2021, there were 380
positives, bearing in mind the
large number of local cases
under investigation.
He questioned as to why

this increase in positive cases
of Covid-19 from 110 in the
first nine and a half months,
between March the 11th and
December 27, 2020. 384
positives in less than three
weeks, between December
28, 2020 and now (January
18th, 2021).
Gonsalves said the recent
data of Covid-19, in SVG,
tells a worrying story and
according to the advice
handed to him by the relevant
authorities, the spiral may
be attributed to the number
of factors mainly “recurrent
breaches in quarantine
protocols, increased arrivals
by air for the Christmas
season, numerous social
gatherings, including family
gatherings of various sizes
during the festive season, and
the general non-adherence
by the population to Public
Health Advisory regarding
the spread of Covid-19.”

With the current
circumstances, the Prime
Minister said the plan going
forward is essentially.
“Flattened the curve by
reducing the incidence of
Covid-19 and the morbidity
and mortality connected
thereto with a central focus
on the protection of
vulnerable populations, the
early detection of cases in the
communities and aggressive
early management of all
cases,—in this regard, the
vulnerable populations are
those with chronic noncommunicable diseases such
as diabetes and hypertension,
heart and kidney failure, renal
problems generally, plus
sickle cell anemia and such
like severe pre-existing
debilitating
health
conditions.”

Continues on
page 18

Nurses ‘choke bosses’ in
fight over Covid-19 mix-up!
As Covid-19 cases spike here, a
number of nurses had medical
authorities gasping as they put a
stranglehold on them Monday,
pressing demands for a reversal of
a decision to have both regular
persons and Covid-19 suspected
cases attending the Kingstown

Clinic.
It is understood that the Nurses
working at the district clinic,
located within shouting distance
of the Accident and Emergency
Department at the Milton Cato
Memorial Hospital, had been
complaining for weeks about

conditions of work where they
had to attend to attend to both
regular patients and Covid-19
suspects.
The nurses made requests for
that approach to be stopped,
meaning only regular patients
should be attending that clinic as

per usual, but their requests were
ignored.
It is understood that the nurses
gave medical authorities an
ultimatum on a deadline for last
Monday. When the nurses showed
up for duties on Monday the
situation was still the same. As a

result, the nurses stood outside the
clinic, refusing to take up duties.
It is further understood that
medical authorities, with the
nurses’ hands firmly on their
throats, managed to cough up a
resolution, thereby acceding to the
requests.

Come out of your Comfort Zone, Activist tells NEMO officials from front page
“Let us say last night we had to
evacuate North Leeward, this
thing would have been chaotic. It
would have been a disaster as it
really is, if we had to leave North
Leeward last night. Because, right
away people started running
helter-skelter; running for safety
even though it was just a glow”
meetings in the various communities in the
Red Zone – North Leeward and North
Windward – but suspended them as this
country’s Covid-19 confirmed cases began
to spike.
The meetings were held to update
residents on activities at the volcano and to
review he Emergency plans. Apart from
that, since the increase in activities at the
volcano, NEMO has
been posting its daily
bulletins on Facebook
and sending them to
various media entities.

National 24-hour
Virtual Prayer Vigil
Several Church leaders have come together to coordinate A National 24hour Virtual Prayer Vigil, scheduled to begin on Saturday January 23rd,
6:00pm until Sunday 24th, 6:00pm.
A release from Reverend Adolf Davis says “Churches have been
variously engaged in several activities of prayer and fasting however, in
this combined and collaborative effort all are encouraged and invited to
participate either using the zoom or Youtube and Facebook platforms.
This will be a time of prayer for various issues affecting our nation
especially with respect to the continued Covid-19 pandemic and the
recent spike, the continued battle with the spread of Dengue and the
threat of an explosive eruption by the La Soufriere Volcano.
The church leaders involved include but is not limited to Rev. Adolf
Davis – Methodist Church & Christian Council, Pastor Dr Reynold
Murray – Revival Centre & Association of Evangelical Churches,
Bishop Leopold Friday – Anglican Church, Bishop Stephen Ollivierre
- PAWI, Bishop Gerand County – Catholic Church, Bishop Wendell
Davis – New Testament Church of God, Captain Ernest Gachelin –
Salvation Army, Pastor Dermont Baptiste – Seventh Day Adventist.
We are convinced that 2 Chronicles 7.14 is still relevant and
applicable for our nation, calling us to humble ourselves, pray, seek
God’s face and turn from our wicked ways, as we anticipate God
hearing, forgiving our sin and healing our land.
We also use this opportunity to encourage all citizens to do all that
is necessary to safeguard yourself and family as we navigate the spread
of Covid-19.”

“You put it out on social media, how
many persons can actually read it? How
many persons are on Facebook? How many
persons listen the radio stations that you put
the information out on?
“Jump on trucks, using your PA (public
address) systems. Come out and educate
people!
“Get out of your comfort … get out of
your air-conditioned offices,” Prince said.
The Chateaubelair resident said tourism
minister Carlos James, who hails from North
Leeward, and many officials from NEMO,
do not live in North Leeward, a danger zone,
so they will not have to face an evacuation.
“I am not of the opinion that anybody
should come and pick up any phone and say
to NEMO ‘I want to help if an evacuation is
to be happening in North Leeward. NEMO,
come on the ground, ask around in every
village in North Leeward for people who are
influential enough and will be willing to
lend a helping hand if the need arise for an
evacuation,” Prince said.

Troy Prince
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Chateaubelair resident Troy Prince made
the call to officials of the National Emergency
Management Organization (NEMO) in a
Facebook Live presentation last Sunday
following a scary moment Saturday night in
the North Leeward town which is part of the
Red Zone as it relates to La Soufriere
Volcano.
Residents reacted as rumours spread that
La Soufriere, which is currently erupting
effusively, had begun erupting explosively.
Many believed the rumour especially when
they saw a glow in La Soufriere mountains.
The glow, however, was caused by the lava
dome glowing in the crater in the dark night.
“Let us say last night we had to evacuate
North Leeward, this thing would have been
chaotic. It would have been a disaster as it
really is, if we had to leave North Leeward
last night. Because, right away people started
running helter-skelter; running for safety
even though it was just a glow.
“And I don’t fault people for doing that
because we are not accustomed to these
events right now. And even though the
authorities say to expect it before, how many
persons did it reach?” he said in his Facebook
post.
Officials from NEMO started a series of
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Randy D - A Man of the People!
“Randy D embodied all that was
gracious and good. I've actually
never seen him angry. He was more
akin to a rootsy philosopher.”
“Although he was a radio
legend, he remained humble, down
to earth, son of the soil, he knew
just the right song to dedicate for
the right occasion, and the perfect
greeting to have everyone
connected and glued to his voice.
“He was beloved by all, despite
the sadness of his passing, there
remains a joy inside, knowing when
I asked to account for the gifts God
has given him. We can all attest,
how he captured the heart of a
nation, and soothed our troubled
minds, by using his gifts. Well, his
kind and loving words, which came
from a truly genuine and caring
heart.” Nicole Hadaway of 705
Radio fame and a former Miss
SVG, in a tribute to Randy D on
social media added that he will be
remembered as “a man of the
people with a deep bond of
affection forever woven into the
hearts of those you served.
Hadaway ended by saying
“when Randy says Hear Oh Lord,
the sound of my voice, the Lord
will respond by unanimous count,
job well done.”
Ferrand ‘Randy D’ Dopwell,
host of the Night Rider programme
on Nice Radio on Thursdays, 10:30
pm – 2 am, took his last ride last
week Thursday night during his
programme time.
Randy D, died after falling ill
in October, 2020.
Hadaway, in her tribute,
described Randy D as a “big brother
to me at 705 Radio, when I walk
into the studio at the end of his
shift. I can still remember that smile
that welcomed me, his eyes peering
over his glasses that hung on the tip
of his nose, signalling to me, just a

few more seconds to go.”
“In his own unique way with
fingers flickering in the air as he
spoke with his hands, goodbye until
another day. I cried today not
because of the loss of someone I
hold very dear, but because I
witnessed how his simple big heart
and love of people, and country
moved an entire nation to action,”
Hadaway said. “I’ve actually never
seen him angry.”

Also a fantastic MC
As the tributes and condolences
to the family, friends and listeners
poured in from SVG and the
diaspora, for the veteran
broadcaster, Alston ‘Becket’
Cyrus, in adding his sentiments,
said, “we lost a true Vincentian
patriot and a broadcasting icon in
veteran radio broadcaster and TV
host of the entertainment
programme ‘Vibes Caribbean’.
“He was also a fantastic MC,
one of the best I ever worked with.”
“Randy was a pioneer and made
a tremendous contribution to the
promotion of SVG and Caribbean
culture, via radio and television, at
home and abroad.”
“Of his many outstanding
attributes, the one I will always
remember is that he gave everyone
a chance! Every recording artiste
was guaranteed a play by Randy D.
For many, his was the only play we
got,” Becket expressed.

Two Steps to the Rear
For those who knew the veteran
broadcaster from much earlier in
his radio days at 705, were much
accustomed to the favourite
departing phase from “the
Caribbean music recipe,” as “take
my two steps to the rear and get out

of here.”
Lately his journey was on
Saturday mornings on Nice Radio,
and adding, since the death of
comedian Lucien ‘Sir Luce’ Small,
he became the Night Rider on Nice
Radio on Thursdays, 10:30pm to
2am.
Randy D, in his early years
while attending business school,
worked part time with several
businesses, as a means of taking
care of extra expenses, he was
fortunate enough to have worked
at The Alice Tully Hall, New
York’s Centre for the Performing
Arts, Metropolitan Opera Theatre
and The Philharmonic Hall.
He also spent three years in
Humber College’s broadcasting
programme and interned at top
Canadian radio stations.
While in St Vincent and the
Grenadines in 1974, he begin a
talent show, ‘Snap Soul’ on the
steps of the Grammar School in
Kingstown.
He would again migrate, to
Canada in 1975. On graduation
Randy D was back in SVG.
That’s when he became a
fixture on the then Radio 705,
where his career in Broadcasting
really bloomed.

‘We Want Randy D’
In the 1980s, he would
collaborate with another voice from
705 radio fame, radio announcer
Earl ‘Capp’ Stephens on ‘Disco
Connection’, the two promoted a
lot of the local music then.
When Randy D left 705 Radio,
his
departure
prompted
calypsonian Poorsah’s song “We
want Randy D”.
In 1989, again Randy D left the
shores of SVG for Canada, where
this time instead of radio he was

The late Ferrand ‘Randy D’ Dopwell
into television, and we saw the
birth of ‘Vibes Caribbean’.
Randy D would later move to
Philadelphia in the USA, until he
decided to return to SVG, for that
last ride, joining the then Hitz FM
team. His Hitz FM link with WLIB
in the USA on Friday mornings,
was one of the the “most listened to
link-up programmes.
Randy D later joined Nice
Radio, where he worked until he
took ill, while on his way home
from the station on October 19th,

2020.
He had an illustrious career in
radio which span close to fifty
years, 1973-2020.
The Funeral for the late
Ferrand ‘Randy D’ Dopwell, will
take place on Tuesday 26th
January 2021, at St George's
Cathedral in Kingstown.
Viewing from 1:30pm,
tributes 2:00pm, the Service is
from 3:00pm.

One Road, No Bridge as North Leeward
residents ponder Volcanic threat!
There were some rumblings
last Saturday night in North
Leeward as residents
became fearful watching the
Soufriere Mountains glow
in the dark.
The giant volcano, which
last erupted explosively in
1979, began showing signs
of life recently with effusive
eruptions – activities which
have seen the constant
growth of a new dome
alongside an old dome
formed inside the crater
since the 1979 eruption.
It is the new dome which
was glowing last Saturday
night that is of much concern
to the people in the Red
Zone, particularly those on
the Leeward side of the
island, which could be the
first to be impacted if the
lava dome continues to grow

to the rim of the crater and
spills over.
Social activist Troy
Prince of Chateaubelair, in a
post on social media
platform Facebook last
Sunday, expressed concern
over the condition of the
public road in light of a
possible evacuation should
La Soufriere Volcano move
from an effusive to an
explosive eruption.
“It was a bit of a scare for
most of the residents because
it is the first that a lot of us
are experiencing what we
experienced here last night
in relation to the glow that
we saw, looking over the
village of Chateaubelair last
night,” he said.
Prince said people were
criticizing residents because
they reacted in various ways,

The new dome in La Soufriere crater
some packing bags in event
of an evacuation, amid
rumours that the volcano was

erupting explosively.
Prince noted that the
main public road was not in

use because a bridge
damaged years ago was
being reconstructed. He said
the only road in use was a
minor road which could see
myriad problems during an
evacuation.
“To all of those guys who
are not in tune with what is
happening in North Leeward
right now in relation to access,
to proper infrastructure,
which is roads, bridges,
wharves, right and access to
clear information and how
often information is being
shared with us, it is best that
you keep your mouth shut
rather than jumping on social
media and run your mouth,
bla, bla, bla, to hear what is
happening.
“It is one road that we are
using right now as the main
road in North Leeward and it

is not even the main road.
It’s a second bypass road
that they are using, this road.
It’s a one-way street,” he
said.
Prince further stated:
“The main bridge in
Chateaubelair which of
course is normally the one
that connects Fitz Hughes to
Chateaubelair, it is not there,
you understand. And the
road that we are using now
as the main road, I’m certain
that the Prime Minister
should be ashamed and
Carlos James and all of them
should be ashamed.”
Prince said that during
the elections campaigns, the
Prime Minister had to use
that same narrow road to get
to supporters further along
the
North
Leeward
constituency.

Brother to
Brother!
by Capp Stephens
sector of our society, and as
if he was grooming me he
would make sure that he
introduced me to everyone.
Randy never lost a friend, he
would always have room for
the new ones but kept the
already established. A very
good business man was he
and because he had done
Business Administration
courses alongside his
Broadcasting studies at the
college in Canada he made it
simple.
We would be up late at
night
writing
and
exchanging ideas for
commercial production.
Randy was very creative, I
recall when our local Strong
Rum factory was for some
reason not in operation he
was approached to do a
promotion
for
a
neighbouring country’s
brew.... The sound of the
fowl cock [with the talk then

of a feared cock running
about] up SionHill was a hit.
Listeners would ask to play
it again not realizing it was a
paid promotion, not to say it
was a very successful
campaign.
Randy-D knew and
loved music. Fortunately
because of our broadcasting
background we probably had
the widest collection in SVG,
but Randy knew how to
change moods with the use
of music. Middle of the night
between sleep and wake he
would softly play tracks that
made me get up and check to
see who it was from jazz to
R&B, reggae or calypso,
English, Spanish etc, but one
thing he will always promote
local artistes.
Randy was connected to
every cultural art form in
SVG, we are still left with
the Saturday afternoon
memories of SnapSoul.
This nation and the
Caribbean will miss you my
brother! GOOD JOB!

Veteran Vincentian broadcaster Ferrand ‘Randy D’ Dopwell receives
proclamation from Philadelphia Councilwoman Jannie L. Blackwell, flanked
by SVG Organisation of Pennsylvania, SVGOP, officials and other dignitaries.
Online photo by Nelson A King

Randy D was an
inspiration, says NDP
The New Democratic Party, NDP, has referred to Ferrand ‘Randy D’ Dopwell as an
inspiration in paying tribute to the late
radio broadcaster.
“We are sad to learn of the passing of
veteran local radio personality Ferrand
‘Randy D’ Dopwell. Randy D passed away
after a period of illness at his home in
Rockies at 11:10pm on Thursday January
14th, 2021,” a release issued by the party
states.
“Randy D was a well-known
broadcaster who pioneered several
initiatives that provided exposure to many
of our artistes here in the country. He also

provided an avenue through his Vibes
Caribbean programme for persons in the
Diaspora to keep in touch with SVG and to
send greetings to their family and friends
back home.”
On learning of his passing, President of
the NDP Dr Godwin Friday observed that
“Randy’s contribution inspired so many
persons in media and the entertainment
industry – He was so positive. We’ll miss
him.”
“We extend our sympathy and love to
his family.
May his soul rest in peace,” the release
added.

The late Randy D (left) with close friend Earl Capp Stephens. Capp is now
living in Georgia in the USA
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It’s Whit Monday, a public
holiday, and most of all it’s
my first day on radio, but it’s
also the person I’m
relieving’s birthday...
Randy-D. His parting words
to the listeners with his
smooth melodic sound was
got to go but we got a special
for you at one o clock... give
this brother a listen our newest member... Capp
Stephens.
Yes folks that’s how it
all begun!
Weeks later we were
sharing the same address at
Beachmont.
A relationship which is
now a part of St Vincent and
the Grenadines’ cultural
history.
There’s a saying ‘come
see me and come live with
me’ is two different
things.
Living with Randy-D
was like going to evening
classes, the guy was a great
teacher, mentor, brother, he
had friends from every class

Different?
Says
Last Thursday, broadcaster ‘Randy D’ Dopwell departed life
on this earth after being ill for some time.
Randy served this country well as a broadcaster first at what
was then 705 Radio now NBC, Hitz FM and Nice Radio along
with serving Vincentians in the diaspora through stints at New
York radio stations and also through his Vibes Caribbean
programmes.
Perhaps the main reason for his success in gaining listeners
to his radio programmes and reaching them, was his total
understanding of the medium, radio, and practicing his art in
keeping with that understanding.
Radio is grouped under Mass Communication because of
its eventual reach to so many, the mass. However, it doesn’t get
there by speaking to thousands gathered in one place as in a
mass public meeting, its approach is to reach out to the ones and
twos in their homes or wherever they are, in a personal individual
approach.
Not many understand this including politicians who run
political parties and use the radio a lot.
Randy mastered the art of that personal approach to reach
out to them and keep them listening.
Despite studying in Canada, he never ‘cut dicks’ on radio
as we may hear from some including at least one female voice
on a station heard nationwide which may make many wonder
if they were listening to a station from northern England. He
retained his natural voice being himself and so most Vincentians
also related to him. He came from a golden age and served the
people well. Some have expressed that he couldn’t even have
got certain rewards like being named a cultural ambassador but
then many will also say such are reserved for those who sing and
give praise.
In all his endeavors including his hosting of the Night
Riders radio show, Randy’s aim was always to serve the people.
Our condolences to his family and friends.
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Farewell Randy D

Face to face
It was interesting to hear the President of the New Democratic
Party, NDP, call on the National Emergency Management
Organisation, Nemo, to personally go and speak to the people
in the northern areas about how to prepare for any possible
evacuation. This has been reiterated by a North Leeward
resident online over the weekend who lamented the lack of
personal communication especially after persons saw the huge
glow from the Volcano Saturday night.
We are glad the President of the NDP is aware that
communication on Facebook and online cannot be effective or
achieve change. It is a great opportunity for persons to easily
express their views to many but it cannot effect change, only
face to face communication can do that. In fact, we thought he
wasn’t aware of this as we thought the party perhaps believed
that elections could be won online. We wondered especially as
most constituencies appeared to lack functioning party groups
and face to face communication at the village level.
Managing Director/ Editor : Shelley Clarke
Manager - Administration : Joslyn Foy
Manager - Advertising : Jackie Kydd
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So, Donald Trump has been
replaced by Joe Biden as
President of the United States
of America. I can say that I have
never seen a worse American
President in my lifetime than
Donald Trump. The man was a
walking contradiction of
himself. But it was a
contradiction with a purpose.
There was method in his
madness, even though that
method was also mad. But will
the
Bidden-Harris
administration be any different?
Will a Democratic Party
administration be any different
from a Republican Party
administration?

State-Sponsored

The truth of the matter
is that the BidenHarris administration
has to deal with a
Congress and a Senate
packed with people
who think like Trump.
The white capitalist
industrial military
complex controls most
of what happens in
both chambers of
government. The
Biden-Harris
administration may
mean well; but there
are those in the USA
who will make them
see hell

From day one of his
administration, Donald Trump
said that his intention was to
make America great again. To
many, America had not stopped
being great in its own way. To
many, Trump really meant that
he wanted to make America
white again, not that it had
stopped being white; but many
whites in America felt
threatened by the demographic
and other changes taking place
in that country. So, Trump set
about, in his own demented way,
to remove that threat and to
reverse history—not that history
had changed that much either. Institutional racism and
white privilege dominated, minus the slave laws,
which –to many- have been transformed into penal
laws which govern state-sponsored slavery of Black
people in America.
It is said that Republicans and Democrats are two
sides of the same American coin, the white capitalist
military industrial complex. So, ideologically, both
major political parties –there are other political parties
in the USA—support and represent the same interests.
However, the Republicans often say that the Democrats
are leftwing, and even communists! That sometimes
makes me laugh. It must be admitted, however, that
there is greater empathy with the poor, disprivileged,
minority peoples, love for social justice and respect
for other peoples’ way of life among Democrats.

Mass Incarceration
Mass incarceration of blacks in the USA evolved
out of slavery in the hands of both Republicans and
Democrats. Will the Biden-Harris administration enact,
or attempt to enact, legislation to end the mass
incarceration of Black people? This is extremely

Cecil Blazer
Williams
important to the stability and
advancement of the Black family
in the USA. A man with a criminal
record finds it hard to get work,
especially if he has been denied
an education because of early
incarceration. A convicted felon
cannot vote in certain States. So
the very voting rights which
blacks are supposed to have are
undermined by the criminal
justice system which is fueled by
racism. Will there be anything
different on this front?

Regional and
International

On the regional and
international fronts, the Obama
administration tried to create a
peaceful world with respect for the sovereignty, to a
certain extent, of independent countries. The Trump
administration went the other direction. He regarded
some countries as sh..hole countries and others as
inhabited by rapists and criminals of all sorts. Trump
tried to undo virtually everything good that Obama did.
He put back Cuba on a list of countries allegedly
supporting terrorism and imposed greater sanctions on
a country which has been sending doctors, nurses and
medical supplies all over the world, whilst, at the same
time, encouraging internal domestic terrorism from the
White House. His banditry has robbed the Venezuelan
treasury of billions of dollars, forcing the country into
serious social problems of health, security and
governance. Will the Biden-Harris administration
follow the same discredited policies? Will it be different?
The truth of the matter is that the Biden-Harris
administration has to deal with a Congress and a Senate
packed with people who think like Trump. The white
capitalist industrial military complex controls most of
what happens in both chambers of government. The
Biden-Harris administration may mean well; but there
are those in the USA who will make them see hell.

Mother stranded
after testing positive for Covid-19!
A woman who hails from a village
in South Central Windward was
left stranded Monday night after
testing positive for the dreaded
Covid-19 virus.
Lawyer and opposition New
Democratic Party (NDP) Senator
Israel Bruce brought the woman’s
plight to light in a Facebook Live
broadcast on Tuesday in a bid to
garner support and assistance for her.
Bruce said he got home
sometime after 7pm Monday and
later received “a most horrible

telephone call.” He said what he
heard after was “most devastating
and most shocking.”
He said when he questioned her
as to how she was doing she said
“not good.” He then asked her why
not good and she told him: “I have
Covid-19.”
He then asked her the obvious
question as to where she was and
she said she was at the health centre
in Mesopotamia
The lawyer said he wanted to
know what would happen to her

after, she just having been told she
had Covid-19.
“The obvious thing that I would
expect would be for the officials do
some investigations and find out
what her realities were and to see
how practical it was for her to go
home to be quarantined or isolated.
“So then she said to me that she
is being issued with an order by the
state authorities that she has to go
into quarantine,” Bruce said.

Continues on page 18
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Democracy at work in SVG
I recently heard Prime Minster
Gonsalves say that the number of people
receiving “poor relief” and the amount
of money each is to receive are to be
increased in 2021. And this was even
before the 2021 budget was presented
to “us” for approval. Are the other
members of Parliament all twenty-one
of them “irrelevant”?
responsibility for the Judiciary,
Police and General Civil Service,
respectively. They deal with
employment, training, and
discipline of employees at all
levels. They form the bureaucracy,
unaffected by party political issues.
Proper
and
efficient
Government in the modern sense
does not depend on any one
individual or “three-headed
monster”. It is a group dynamic. In
parliament all representatives are
equal. Similarly, in a cabinet all
Ministers are equal. Some people
may not appreciate the
constructions of the system. So,

there may be coup and counter
coup, a la some countries in Asia
and Africa for example.
Democracy was meant to be
one of management of the state (a
group of people of common
interest), by elected persons on
behalf of the citizens of the state.
Unfortunately, some leaders
(perhaps in SVG) because of ego,
are of the opinion that they are
indispensable. The opinion is even
stretched to the point and some
people also believe that they are
appointed by “God” and when that
“God” is ready, “God” will replace
them. How unfortunate. Thus,

notwithstanding the stresses and
strains of office, they hold on unto
death at times. However, if a
country
is
managed
“democratically”, the leaders that
are fortunate may be able to move
on and live comfortable into “old
age’.
But some leases even want to
establish dynasties or return to older
days with kings and chiefs etc. I
read that in Africa one President
wanted one of his “concubines” to
take over leadership on his
departure. The military swiftly
forced him out.
When citizens resort to going
to their representatives, especially
Ministers to ask for a job (work),
or material to build a small house,
or schoolbooks for their children,
we are well on the way to changing
some people into Gods.
I recently heard Prime Minster
Gonsalves say that the number of
people receiving “poor relief” and
the amount of money each is to
receive are to be increased in 2021.
And this was even before the 2021
budget was presented to “us” for
approval. Are the other members
of Parliament all twenty-one of
them “irrelevant”?
The citizen’s relation with the
“Government” should be restricted

to how well the Government’s
revenue are being used to develop
the country – to build roads, to
fortify the national defences against
foreign invaders (including pests
and diseases), relationship with our
trading partners and the like.
If is very embarrassing and
degrading while visiting a Minister
of Government (at his/her office,
of course) to see a set of people
waiting to see the Minister about
getting a work (job). Is the Minster
an employment agent? Certainly
not!
But of course, the Ministers
will not point them in the right
direction. By encouraging this
habit, the Minister believes he
becomes important and well on the
way to becoming a “God”.
Certainly, the Minister should not
be using the Ministerial office to
conduct his personal (political
hopefully) business.
Vincentians should develop a
more positive attitude toward
making a livelihood in their own
country. Let democracy work.
But then again, the political
scientist may tell that Democracy
was not meant for the Plebs, persons
from the lower social classes.
Aren’t we all Plebs?
Hugh Stewart

The Rage of White Supremacy
As I look at the news on the tell-lie-vision, I
am not surprised at the political unrest that is
taking place in America. Looking at the
situation from a birds-eye view, it seems as
if karma is visiting the spotless democracy
that has shed the blood of Africans and
Indians and chief. As I look at what is taking
place in the great USA, I do not want to give
folks the impression that I am a prophet or
one who has the gift of clairvoyant by seeing
things before they manifest. But I had already predicted that chaos and instability
would rock America, hypocrisy. Also, I
have visualized that the extremist Islamic
fundamentalist would not destroy America.
But it will crumble from within by the disgruntled whites who think they have an
entitlement of the wealth that America possesses through bully-ism and exploitation.
While America military personnel was
chasing after the Taliban, and other Islamic
extremists, communists and those with a
socialist ideology, the CIA and FBI had
ignored the racist radical white movement
who are bent on destroying blacks and other
minorities in America. While the US secret
service intelligence agents were plotting to
derail progressive leaders who refuse to be
puppets to Uncle Sam, the said Agents had
turned a blind eye to the racist rhetoric by the
Ku Klux Klan and other white extremist
groups who argue that America should be
only for a pure Anglo-Saxon race. Yet, they

forget that they had stolen America from the
Indians and Mexicans. Ironically, the white
extremists forget that America’s booming
industries and its economy, were built off
the blood and sweat of Africans. Whom they
deem as ciphers, in their hypocritical system
in which their founding fathers declared in
the constitution, all men were created equal.
For decades the United States has spent
millions of dollars to catch enemy numbers 1,
2, 3, and 4, but they have failed to root out
bigotry and racism from out of the land of the
so-called free and home of the brave.For
decades we have seen the world police invaded
countries and had penalized them with severe
sanctions and embargo, leaving those nations
to die a slow death. In Africa, Asia, and Latin
America they crippled economies, which had
ultimately caused the outburst of civil war in
Third World countries.
The world police use their media to
dictate to the rest of the world whom they
classify the good, the bad, and the ugly. Yet,
for goodness sake, they haven’t set the blacks
in America free or rooted out the ugliness
from under their nose.
Once you are black in America, you are
subjected to prejudice, abuse, and
prosecution... I can remember during the
1980s and ’90s while living in New York a
mob of whites beat a black youth named
Yusef Hawkins to death in Bensonhurst.In
the Bronx, some racist police shoot Amadu

Diallo, an unarmed African immigrant, to
death. At police precinct four white police
officers sodomized a Haitian immigrant
named Abner Louima with a plunger. A
Trinidadian by the name of Michael Griffith
was beaten to death in Howard Beach by a
mob of white men. In Queens, New York,
the police shoot Sean Bell, an AfroAmerican, to death. And after Obama
became the president of the so-called free
world, the police has become more vicious,
killing more blacks in the streets of America.
All over America racism has an attitude
toward those with pigmentation.The racist
South and the racist North are just the same.
Ah, a big double-standard.
In America, the FBI destroys those black
progressive organizations. In the sixties,
they had murdered and obliterated the
hierarchies of the Black Panthers and other
blacks who had a nationalistic agenda, yet
they haven’t eliminated the racist white
militia groups, such as the Freeman,
Skinheads, and Ku Klux Klan, who are
responsible for lynching and burning black
bodies alive.
In America, it looks as if the chickens are
coming home to roost. The outlaws are in
the streets of America with munitions. All
over Washington DC, there are barricades
and restrictions, police and soldiers are called
to protect Uncle Joe. Uncle Joe, the scared
democrat, is setting things in motion, fearing

an imminent threat from the whites who said
they want to take back their country from the
immigrants who built America.
Ah, this is not an attack from Al-Qaeda,
Isis, or the ruthless Taliban. It is the rednecks
of America raising hell to maintain the status
quo for themselves and the white privileged
elites, that run, multi-international
corporations.
The dynamics of politics is shifting in
America and it made the white supremacist
mad.
Donald Trump is exposing the gruesome
nature of America. To the white demarcates,
they see Donald as a Tiger that needs to be
in a cage, so they are calling for impeachment.
Still, I would like to see what would come
out of the fiasco.Some say, don’t tell me
about the racist South, tell me about the
racist North, to me, they are just the same, as
the colloquial saying goes, no better beef, no
better barra, meaning both the South and the
North need healing. In both demographics,
the graphic shooting of blacks is evident, the
attitude of the fascist whites are repugnant
and hostile toward those whom they term as
“Niggers!”
Malcolm X was right when he said,
“America’s democracy is a hypocrisy!”
Carden A. Michael
More Letters on Page 8

THE NEWS Thursday January 21, 2021 Page 7 •

The growth and development of a
country in modern times depend
upon an adequate independent and
efficient bureaucracy.
We in St Vincent and the
Grenadines do not elect experts in
agriculture, education, health,
engineering, or any field. We elect
people to represent our interest in
our Parliament. In our parliament,
the many representatives will
(should) assess the varies interests
of the different constituencies, and
with the resources (money)
available, make decisions for the
development of SVG periodically
(annually). These decisions will
then be implemented by the people
who know (aught to) the
BUREACRACY.
If all foes well we should have
a well-developed society, only
negatively affected by natural
disasters, e.g., hurricanes, volcanic
eruptions and even drought.
For efficient management
public services, constitutional
features were established, i.e., the
Judicial, Police and Public Service
Commissions. These were
supposed to operate with a high
degree of independence (of
political influence especially).
Having been appointed (in a
particular manner) they have the
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Are WI Players cowards?
Congratulations are in order
for Sunil Ambris for being
appointed the Vice-captain
of the west Indies One Day
team. Let us hope he will
maximize his opportunity
and make his mark.
The West Indies cricket

team performances continue
to be a worrying factor. After
so many years in the cricket
wilderness, West Indies team
it would seem has become
comfortable where they are.
I do agree with the
analysis of the great, Sir

Vivian Richards that the
batsmen are coward. They
seem to lack the pride in
being West Indian and want
to dominate. There seem to
be a lack in desire to succeed
and be the best.
For years there seem to

Between a Rock
and a Hard Place
There is no easy solution to the dilemma in
which we have found ourselves. La Soufriere
is quietly erupting and the Covid-19 virus
has been spreading in many of our
communities. Should the volcano erupt
violently, where would our people go? Those
in the Red Zone would need to be evacuated.
But where would they go?
The Covid protocol requires that we
socially distance ourselves and wear masks
in order to prevent the spread of the disease.
We may need to distance ourselves from the
volcano but we cannot gather and seek
shelter in our schools like we did in 1979.
Should there be ash fall we would definitely
need to wear masks.
Having volcano refugees together,
taking refuge in schools and other shelters
would provide fertile grounds for the spread
of the Coronavirus. Assuming that many
persons are evacuated from the Red Zone,

every class room, community centre, and
designated shelter would be needed as there
is a recommendation of no more than 10
persons per room.
Ideally, families would be kept together.
But preventive medical care would be a
priority. The desirable solution seems to be
to involve the very displaced people in selfchecking their own temperatures, doing their
own rapid Covid-19 test where one is
warranted, and sanitizing their dwellings.
Our limited number of medical personnel
are already fully engaged in our health
facilities and may not be available to attend
to the shelters. Carefully planning now can
solve this dilemma that we foresee. We can
choose to write simple lessons and publish
them in our local newspapers to teach what
we want displaced people to learn as their
very survival may depend upon this.
Anthony Stewart, PhD

I do agree with the analysis of the great,
Sir Vivian Richards that the batsmen are
coward. They seem to lack the pride in
being West Indian and want to dominate.
There seem to be a lack in desire to succeed and be the best.
For years there seem to be a lack of ability
by any batsmen to make bowlers afraid of
them as it was with Viv Richards and
Brian Lara and some of the great past
batsmen. Instead we have our batsmen
being afraid of bowlers
be a lack of ability by any
batsmen to make bowlers
afraid of them as it was with
Viv Richards and Brian
Lara and some of the great
past batsmen. Instead we
have our batsmen being
afraid of bowlers. Come to
think of it, Viv Richards
batted in his day without
helmet and faced the fiercest
of bowlers and was able to
attack these bowlers. Of
course many bowlers were
fearful of bowling to him
and others in the great era
when West Indies ruled the
cricketing world.
In those days money was

not the motivation because
what they received was
snacks change compared to
now. They played with pride
and were proud to be West
Indians. They were out to
prove to the world that indeed
blacks were not to be taken
lightly. They played with a
purpose and that was to win.
They played cricket with not
only the bat and ball but with
their head.
Unlike today where it
seems that money matters
most. For many have
abandoned West Indies team
to play in leagues where the
cash is high. Sometimes I

wonder when you look at
the performance of these
West Indians if they are
properly coached. Most of
them lack good technique
and classical shots. It would
seem as though our batsmen
don’t have an array of shots
and are limited. Also they
seem to lack the confidence
that ought to be portrayed in
their delivery of shots.
I hope that soon we will
see the emergence of players
who can bat well in an
aggressive manner and
bowlers who put fear in the
hearts of batsmen like the
great Michael Holding,
Andy Roberts, Joel Garner,
Colin Croft and Malcolm
Marshall just to name a few.
We need to rise again.
We need players with the
ability to bat well and
consistently and bowlers
who can definitely bowl
teams out. Let’s hope that
this present crop of West
Indian players in Bangladesh
would rise to the occasion
and make those who decline
to tour work hard to get back
in. Let us hope that these
guys will play with pride
and be successful.
Kennard King
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Thou shalt not bear

False Witness

SECOND PUBLICATION

All have sinned and come short of God’s
glory. However, what has been the number
one sin committed in this country over the
years? The sin of bearing false witness or
lying and speaking untruths has been
numero uno in transgressions. Because of
this, some individuals have violated other
commandments given by God.
Some persons do not really understand
the power of the tongue. Some critics have
compared a liar to a murderer. Over the
years, lies have sent innocent persons to
prison. Lies have ruined relationships with
families and friends. Workers have lost
their jobs due to malicious individuals who
are strangers to the truth. Lies are designed
to break your spirit and self confidence and
ruin your reputation.
It appears that when some children
attain a certain age, they are taught how to
lie. They may witness their parents lying
lying to the cop when they are cautioned
over a traffic violation. Some may be
approached by a friend who will beg them
to lie to get them out of a jam.
Today, it appears that speaking
falsehood is second to nature. Some spouses
lie to each other. Some politicians lie to
their constituents. Some Pastors go on the
pulpit and lie and will never practice what
they preached. Some siblings lie to each
other. Some persons on trial before the
Court will lie. One critic was of the view
that some judges are forced to consume
epsom salts everyday to wash themselves.
Lying and cheating go hand in hand. A
cheater has to lie to maintain that lifestyle.
One female contended that if her husband
met her cheating or caught her in the act,
she will deny it. Some persons will swear

on the bible and lie!
One night, a cheater telephoned his wife
with a grave complaint. “Ah just come by
mi vehicle and meet the four tyros puncture.
Mi ah try to get dem fix.” Before she could
ask where he was calling from, he had
already hung up.
A husband complained that his wife was
leaving the home every Sunday to attend
church but is using the opportunity to cheat.
Have you ever imagined how many lies are
told daily?
A wife was living with her husband in a
community in the country and was using his
weakness as an opportunity to cheat. The
husband loved KFC so he always ensured
that there were funds available every Sunday
to enable her to go to Kingstown. He didn’t
know that his wife had a lover working in
the capital. She will visit Kingstown and
engage in sex with him, then purchase the
KFC and returned home to her smiling and
happy spouse. He never suspected a thing.
Many persons are living a lie.
An individual wishing to destroy another
may plan a lie. An employee who wishes to
stay away from work may speak a falsehood.
A potential employee who applies for
employment may include testimonials filled
wih lies. An individual who applied for her
visa may include include lies. A young
couple who are dating may conceal details
of their past life from each other. The truth
may be revealed after they tied the knot and
bacchanal will begin.
I am no longer shocked or worried if I
were to hear an individual is a liar. It is a way
of life in the country and everyone appears
to be playing the lying game.
Rolin Stapleton

Friday & Monday Holidays!
Prime Minister Ralph Gonsalves
declared Friday, January 22nd and
Monday January 25th, 2021 as
national holidays, while making
an address last Monday 18th January, 2021.
“Holidays for public health, so
we will pause, reflect, act
inclusively in solidarity with one
another to stay fully engaged to
confront head-on our existing and
prospective challenges.” the PM
suggested that during this coming
weekend Friday to Monday, “we
will stay at home, stay away from
the beaches, or mass gatherings of
places of entertainment.”
“Let’s reduce the extent of the
movement of persons on these
days.” He urged businesses to
approach Saturday the 23rd, “as if
it were also a bank holiday.”
He said he sensed that across
our nation, persons are anxious
about the increase in the local Covid
cases.
The effusive oozing eruption
of La Soufriere, the socio economic
challenges ahead this year and the
uncertainties of the unknown.

“This anxiety among all people
is mixed with their resolve that our
faith, our indomitable spirit will
see us through successfully” these
challenges.
Yet, we perhaps need as a
people to pause, to reflect, to act
more assuredly in ways which are
in solidarity with one another, and
be engaged fully for the long haul
ahead.
The Prime Miniter said it is in
everybody’s health interest at this
particular time of the increased
spread of Covid-19 that we limit
unnecessary and risky movement
or gatherings of persons, so as to
cut down on the extent of the
transmission of the virus.
“Let us all embrace this
proposition and act sensibly
accordingly, remember always, no
one is truly safe until everyone is
safe.
He reminded “public servants
and all employees, “that the staff
rotation is designed, not only to
keep them from work, but to require
them as far as is reasonably
practicable to stay in their home

Interestingly, years ago before it was abolished, January 22nd was a public holiday, Discovery Day, marking the day when
Christopher Columbus was said to have
“discovered” [for Europe] the land here
even though other persons were living
here long before
bubble.”
Our frontline workers in public
health, education, the police,
immigration and elsewhere, who
have been bearing the brunt of
carrying the fight against Covid19 need also “to pause, refresh and
to reflect in order for them to be
assisted in doing their work
optimally, need less pressure.
Prime Minister Gonsalves said
that last year between Good Friday
and Easter Monday, our people
acted very responsibly, and in a
disciplined way by staying off the
roads by attending church services,

virtually or listening to the pastors
on radio, by staying away from the
beaches, picnics, parties and mass
gatherings and by staying home.
He said we again did it in
August when SVG was giving two
“so call Carnival days at home,”
and suggested that now is the
“appropriate time to do so again.”
Interestingly, years ago before
it was abolished, January 22nd was
a public holiday, Discovery Day,
marking the day when Christopher
Columbus was said to have
“discovered” [for Europe] the land
here even though other persons

No Shut Down at this Time!
under the Public Health Act and
police act, and various other pieces
of legislation, touching on and
concerning and public order and
public safety, road traffic
immigration and the like, are
adequate for the tasks at hand.
Repeat, there will be further ramped
up measures if deemed necessary
and desirable,” PM Gonsalves
pointed out.
According to the Prime
Minister, since the increase in
cases, between Christmas season,
2020, and now (January 18th,
2021), the government has
instituted the following measures
to address the movement of persons
and of mass gathering, “tightened
quarantine measures for national
and non nationals entering SVG
by air and sea.”
“Temporary closure of schools
and the resumption of virtual
teaching.”
“Closure of all sea ports in the
Grenadines as ports of entry for
visiting yachts, pleasure craft and
the like, only three ports of entry
by sea now exist, Kingstown,
Walliabou and Blue Lagoon.”
“The imposition of a ban on the
playing of amplified music in
public places and at a private
premises to which the public have
access.”
“The reduction of the size of
mass gatherings outdoors to 20
persons, and to indoors to 10
persons.”
“The reduction of the number
of passengers in public transports.”
“The rotation of staff in the
public service and statutory bodies
and public enterprises, and in some
private sector establishments.”
“Tightening the protocols in
respect of the movement of persons
in and out of the hotel bubbles in
Canouan, Mustique and Bequia,”
these restrictions and regulations
Gonsalves said, will remain in place
for the time being and been given
more time to have the requisite

effect, until advised otherwise by
the health services subcommittee.
PM Gonsalves added that while
we have not done, like some other
countries,” to make the wearing of
masks mandatory, but it is highly
recommended.”
“We don’t think that legislating

to penalise the wearing of masks is
going to either help law or law
enforcement or the pandemic, help
us in fighting the pandemic,” he
said as he pleaded with the public
“to be very responsible,” to pay
attention and “to act in accordance
with all the protocols.”

were living here long before.
There has been a recent spiral
in the number of persons with no
travel history, who have tested
positive for Covid-19, and at press
time, two persons with Covid-19
have died between last Thursday
to Monday.
A 49-year-old female, and an
80-year-old man, both persons are
said to have had pre-existing
conditions.
Between March 11th, 2020 and
January 17th, 2021, there have been
494 cases of Covid-19 reported in
St Vincent and the Grenadines,128
important cases, six import-related,
374 cases remain active, 118
persons have recovered and 358
local
cases
are
“under
investigation”.
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Prime Minister of St Vincent and
the Grenadines Dr Ralph
Gonsalves in an address to the nation last Monday 18th January
2021, stated that “the fight against
the Coronavirus is seen as wrapped
up with new regulation and control
of the movement of persons and of
mass gatherings,” as well as the
“challenging issues of policy and
implementation generally.”
The PM explained that in liberal
democratic societies, and as
experiences in other Caricom
member states and globally
suggests that “states of
emergencies, curfews and total
lockdown have not been nearly as
effective in stemming the rise or
spread of the Coronavirus.”
“At the same time, real damage
has been caused to lives and
livelihoods, by draconian measures
tight as a drum lockdown, or nighttime curfew, other experiences
elsewhere,” and in St Vincent and
Grenadines have shown that
restrictions, and regulations are no
less effective, “but these nuanced
and targeted restrictions and
regulations must be properly
policed, so our government will
not at this time of a spike in the
cases, even with a spike, order any
state of emergency, lockdown or
curfew, but the current restrictions
and regulations, will be tightened
and managed more closely and
where necessary and desirable, we
would ramp up the restrictions and
controls further.” He emphasised
as he repeated, that were they
necessary and desirable the
restrictions and controls will be
ramped up.
This will be done with tighter
policing of the quarantines, the bans
on the playing of amplified music,
the size of mass gatherings,
particularly at places of
entertainment and leisure,
restaurants, and on the public
transportation vehicles.
“The existed legal framework,

Prime Minister Ralph
Gonsalves

Science has delivered,
will the WTO deliver?
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TRIPS waiver proposal from India,
South Africa and other members
A proposal by India, South Africa and eight other countries
calls on the World Trade Organisation (WTO) to exempt
member countries from enforcing some patents, and other
Intellectual Property (IP) rights under the organization’s
Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property
Rights, known as TRIPS, for a limited period of time. It is to
ensure that IPRs do not restrict the rapid scaling-up of
manufacturing of Covid-19 vaccines and treatments. While a
few members have raised concerns about the proposal, a large
proportion of the WTO membership supports the proposal. It
has also received the backing of various international
organizations, multilateral agencies and global civil society.
Unprecedented times call for unorthodox measures. We
saw this in the efficacy of strict lockdowns for a limited
period, as a policy intervention, in curtailing the spread of
the pandemic.
International Monetary Fund (IMF) in its October 2020
edition of World Economic Outlook states “…However, the
risk of worse growth outcomes than projected remains
sizable. If the virus resurges, progress on treatments and
vaccines is slower than anticipated, or countries’ access to
them remains unequal, economic activity could be lower
than expected, with renewed social distancing and tighter
lockdowns”. The situation appears to be grimmer than
predicted, we have already lost 7% of economic output from
the baseline scenario projected in 2019. It translates to a loss
of more than USD 6 trillion of global GDP. Even a 1%
improvement in global GDP from the baseline scenario will
add more than USD 800 billion in global output, offsetting
the loss certainly of a much lower order to a sector of
economy on account of the Waiver.
Merely a signal to ensure timely and affordable access
to vaccines and treatments will work as a big confidence
booster for demand revival in the economy. With the
emergence of successful vaccines, there appears to be some
hope on the horizon. But how will these be made accessible
and affordable to global population?
The fundamental question is whether there will be
enough of Covid-19 vaccines to go around.
As things stand, even the most optimistic scenarios
today cannot assure access to Covid-19 vaccines and
therapeutics for the majority of the population, in rich as
well as poor countries, by the end of 2021. All the members
of the WTO have agreed on one account that there is an
urgent need to scale-up the manufacturing capacity for
vaccines and therapeutics to meet the massive global needs.
The TRIPS Waiver Proposal seeks to fulfil this need by
ensuring that IP barriers do not come in the way of such
scaling up of manufacturing capacity.

Why existing flexibilities under the
TRIPS Agreement are not enough
The existing flexibilities under the TRIPS Agreement
are not adequate as these were not designed keeping
pandemics in mind. Compulsory licenses are issued on a
country by country, case by case and product by product
basis, where every jurisdiction with an IP regime would
have to issue separate compulsory licenses, practically
making collaboration among countries extremely onerous.
While we encourage the use of TRIPS flexibilities, the same
are time-consuming and cumbersome to implement. Hence,

As things stand, even the most optimistic scenarios today cannot assure access to Covid-19 vaccines and therapeutics for the majority of the population, in rich as well as poor countries,
by the end of 2021. All the members of
the WTO have agreed on one account
that there is an urgent need to scale-up
the manufacturing capacity for vaccines and therapeutics to meet the
massive global needs. The TRIPS
Waiver Proposal seeks to fulfil this
need by ensuring that IP barriers do
not come in the way of such scaling up
of manufacturing capacity.

by Brajendra Navnit, Ambassador
and Permanent Representative of
India to WTO
Past Experience

During the initial few months of the current pandemic,
we have seen that shelves were emptied by those who had
access to masks, PPEs, sanitizers, gloves and other essential
Covid-19 items even without their immediate need. The
same should not happen to vaccines. Eventually, the world
was able to ramp up manufacturing of Covid-19 essentials
as there were no IP barriers hindering that. At present, we
need the same pooling of IP rights and know-how for scaling
up the manufacturing of vaccines and treatments, which
unfortunately has not been forthcoming, necessitating the
need for the Waiver.
only their use cannot ensure the timely access of affordable
It is the pandemic – an extraordinary, once in a lifetime
vaccines and treatments. Similarly, we have not seen a very event – that has mobilized the collaboration of multiple
encouraging progress on
stakeholders. It is knowledge
WHO’s
Covid19and skills held by scientists,
Technology Access Pool or
While making the vaccines available researchers, public health
the C-TAP initiative, which
experts and universities that
encourages
voluntary was a test of science, making them have enabled the crosscontribution
of
IP,
accessible and affordable is going to be country collaborations and
technology and data to
enormous public funding
support the global sharing a test of humanity. History should re- that has facilitated the
and scale-up of the
member us for the “AAA rating” i.e. development of vaccines in
manufacturing of Covid-19
record time – and not alone
medical products. Voluntary for Availability, Accessibility and IP!
Licenses, even where they
Affordability of Covid19 vaccines and
exist, are shrouded in
Way forward
secrecy. Their terms and treatments and not for a single “A
The TRIPS waiver
conditions
are
not
rating”
for
Availability
only.
Our
fuproposal
is a targeted and
transparent. Their scope is
proportionate
response to the
limited to specific amounts ture generations deserve nothing less.
exceptional
public
health
or for a limited subset of
emergency
that
the
world
countries,
thereby
faces
today.
Such
a
Waiver
encouraging nationalism rather than true international
is well-within the provisions of Article IX of the Marrakesh
collaboration.
Agreement which established the WTO. It can help in
ensuring that human lives are not lost for want of a timely
Why is there a need to go beyond
and affordable access to vaccines. The adoption of the
existing global cooperation
Waiver will also re-establish WTO’s credibility and show
initiatives?
that multilateral trading system continues to be relevant and
Global cooperation initiatives such as the COVAX can deliver in times of a crisis. Now is the time for WTO
Mechanism and the ACT-Accelerator are inadequate to members to act and adopt the Waiver to save lives and help
meet the massive global needs of 7.8 billion people. The in getting the economy back on the revival path quickly.
While making the vaccines available was a test of
ACT-A initiative aims to procure 2 billion doses of vaccines
by the end of next year and distribute them fairly around the science, making them accessible and affordable is going to
world. With a two-dose regime, however, this will only be a test of humanity. History should remember us for the
cover 1 billion people. That means that even if ACT-A is “AAA rating” i.e. for Availability, Accessibility and
fully financed and successful, which is not the case presently, Affordability of Covid19 vaccines and treatments and not
there would not be enough vaccines for the majority of the for a single “A rating” for Availability only. Our future
generations deserve nothing less.
global population.

Gastroesophageal Reflux Disease

by Carlva Weekes, Community Dietician

This week on Focus on Nutrition we highlight one of the
most common stomach problems. Acid reflux happens to
nearly everyone at some point in life. Having acid reflux
and heartburn now and then is totally normal. But, if you
have acid reflux/heartburn more than twice a week over a
period of several weeks, constantly take heartburn medications and antacids yet your symptoms keep returning, you
may have developed GERD. Your GERD should be treated
by your healthcare provider. Not just to relieve your symptoms, but because GERD can lead to more serious problems.
What is GERD?
GERD (gastroesophageal reflux disease, or chronic acid
reflux) is a condition in which acid-containing contents in
your stomach persistently leak back up into your esophagus,
the tube from your throat to your stomach.
Acid reflux happens because a valve at the end of your
esophagus, the lower esophageal sphincter, doesn’t close
properly when food arrives at your stomach. Acid backwash
then flows back up through your esophagus into your throat
and mouth, giving you a sour taste.

spicy foods
• Drinking certain types of beverages, such as soda,
coffee, or alcohol
• Using nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (nsaids),
such as aspirin or ibuprofen
• Inconsistent meals and meal times
• Lifestyle Factors e.g stressful situations
• Mental Illness (Anxiety, Anorexia, Depression)
• Obesity

What are the symptoms of GERD?
Common signs and symptoms of GERD include:
• A burning sensation in your chest (heartburn), usually
after eating, which might be worse at night
• Chest pain
• Difficulty swallowing
• Regurgitation of food or sour liquid
• Sensation of a lump in your throat
If you have night time acid reflux, you might also
experience:
• Chronic cough
• Laryngitis
• New or worsening
asthma
• Disrupted sleep

Treatment of GERD
To prevent and relieve
symptoms of GERD, your
doctor might encourage you
to make changes to your
eating habits or other
behaviours.

Continues on
page 14

Risk Factors of GERD are?
• pregnancy
• hiatal hernia
• connective tissue
disorders
Some lifestyle behaviors
can also raise your risk of
GERD, including:
• Smoking
• Eating large meals
• Lying down or going to
sleep shortly after eating
• Eating certain types of
foods, such as deep fried or

English - Evacuate
Spanish - Evacuar
English meaning- Remove (someone)
from a place of danger to a safer
place.
The word in a sentence- The residents
were told to evacuate before disaster
struck.
The sentence in Spanish- Se les dijo a
los residentes que evacuaran antes de
que occurriera el desastre.
English-Spanish Word of the Week is
produced by Bishop’s College
Kingstown Language Department

As COVID-19 spreads
throughout the world,
and here in SVG St
Vincent
and
the
Grenadines with 31
confirmed new cases, all
of whom are nationals
with no history of recent
travel.
A release from the National
Emergency Management
Organization (NEMO) said
there are now 155 local
cases under investigation.
One hundred and six
persons have recovered and
178 remain active. A total
of 284 cases of COVID-19
have been reported in St
Vincent
and
the
Grenadines. There are a lot
of unknowns. Here are
some basic, easy ways to
lower your family’s
chances of getting the
coronavirus.
Check
the
Health
Authorities for Guide for
up-to-date information on
statistics, disease spread,
and travel advisories.
If you’re a parent, you’re
probably glued to news
coverage of the coronavirus
(and the disease it causes,
COVID-19). It has spread
to nearly every country,
sickened more than 85
million people, and caused
at least 1.8 million deaths.
It’s natural for parents to
worry but, fortunately,
experts say your child has
a lower chance of
contracting the coronavirus
by practicing safety
precautions-which is why
masks and social distancing
are so important. If your
kid does develop the
coronavirus, it probably
won’t be severe or lifethreatening. Confirmed
cases in children tend to
have mild symptoms,
according to experts.
However,
severe
complications are possibleespecially for individuals
who are immuno compromised or have

Decrease Your Family’ s
Chances of Getting the
Coronavirus
underlying
medical
conditions. Even so, it’s
important to be prepared.
Here are seven ways to lower
your family’s chances of
getting the coronavirus.
Practice social distancing.
The coronavirus is a
respiratory illness like the
cold or flu. Contaminated
droplets from coughing,
sneezing, talking, or
exhaling can travel up to six
feet, and they can infect
people by entering their eyes,
nose, or mouth. Airborne
transmission is also possible
when contaminated droplets
linger in the air. This is
especially scary considering
that COVID-19 may be
asymptomatic, and it can also
spread before people show
any symptoms, it’s vital to
practice social distancing
standards set in place by the
government. Stay at least six
feet away from others, and
avoid high-traffic places
where transmission is more
likely.
Be cautious in public places.

Despite social distancing
orders, most people still go
out for essential purposes
like grocery shopping. Make
sure to take all necessary
precautions. For example,
you can wipe the grocery
cart handle with a
disinfectant wipe and avoid
direct contact with cashiers.
Wear a mask.
Wear a cloth face mask in
public settings where other
social distancing measures
are difficult to maintain,
especially in areas of
significant communitybased transmission. Always
wear a mask in public if you
don’t feel well, since the
barrier could block your
infected droplets from
contaminating others.
Wearing a mask doesn’t just
benefit those around you-it
can protect you as well.
It’s also important to wear a
mask if you’re at a higher
risk for serious cases of
COVID-19 (for example, if
you’re older than 65 or have
a compromised immune

system, though masks are
not recommended for
children under 2.
Disinfect your home and
belongings.
The coronavirus may be
able to survive for three
hours in the air, four hours
on copper, 24 hours on
cardboard, and two to three
days on stainless steel and
plastic. That’s why it’s
important to sanitize key
things in your home-such
as your countertops after
placing grocery bags on
them-to lower your
chances of getting the
coronavirus. Check out
this list of other things to
clean ASAP to prevent
getting sick.
Teach your kids not to
touch their faces.
If bacteria-ridden droplets
get into a child’s nose or
mouth, they can become
sick with the disease;
encourage your kids to
avoid touching their faces
in public.
Make sure kids wash
their hands
The best way to lower your
chances of getting the
coronavirus is practicing
proper hand hygiene, so
teach your kids how to
wash their hands with soap
and water for at least 20
seconds. Make sure they
clean up before eating,
whenever you return from
being in public, and before
touching their eyes, nose,
and mouth. You can also
use hand sanitizer with at
least 60 percent alcohol in
a pinch,
Use caution when traveling.

Avoid
nonessential
domestic and international
travel. Check out the latest
guidelines
and
recommendations, and use
your discretion before
embarking on a trip. You’ll
need to weigh the benefits
against the risk, If you do
travel by plane, avoid
people who look sick,
wash your hands often, and
disinfect communal items
like tray tables.
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What are the Causes of
GERD?
The lower esophageal
sphincter (LES) is a circular
band of muscle at the end of
your esophagus. When it’s
working properly, it relaxes
and opens when you
swallow. Then it tightens and
closes again afterwards.
Acid reflux happens when
your LES doesn’t tighten or
close properly. This allows
digestive juices and other
contents from your stomach
to rise up into your
esophagus.

Tips for
Parenting

Effective Leadership Needed to Navigate the Covid-19 Crisis in SVG
The Prime Minister and others in the government were
giving the impression that they had the Coronavirus licked,
beaten; that they had managed so well that the economic
fallout was not as bad as elsewhere in the region. They
spoke as though we were past the worst. But the situation
is now worse than ever. The Government has mismanaged
this problem. They became boastful as though it was a
competition that they were winning. They also became
complacent and they have allowed the situation to get out
of control.
Now we must do all we can to bring the situation under
control:
• Secure our ports of entry to ensure all persons are
properly checked and handled appropriately.
• Enforce quarantine measures strictly, through effective
monitoring and follow up. As part of this, ensure resort
guests stay on resort until mandatory quarantine completed.
• Conduct random testing, or test of persons who want
to be tested, so that testing is more widespread. The goal
must be to test as many people as possible, on a continuous
basis.
• Mandatory masks in public spaces with many people,
publicly used buildings and public transport (many
businesses enforcing it for their own protection but it should
not be merely optional).
• Facilitate importation of masks.
• Promote work rotation, especially in the public sector
(this will reduce use of minivans).
• Record names of persons who attend church, funerals,
other gatherings even though limited to 10 and do temperature
checks of persons entering such gatherings.
• Increase public awareness of the need to continue to
practice Covid Safe personal hygiene, to overcome the so
called “Covid fatigue”—wash hands regularly, cough in
tissue or elbow, no handshakes, or hugs; wear mask; monitor
own temperature when feeling unwell; avoid gatherings;
stay home as much as possible.
• Install hand-washing stations at bus terminals and
assist van operators to regularly sanitize vans, and ferry
operators likewise.
• Continually urge people to be safe.
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(Excerpts of Dr Friday’s Press Conference)
by the NEW DEMOCRATIC

PARTY

From the Political Parties
Assisting with Economic Fallout
The economic fallout will continue for some time to
come. As a priority, the upcoming Budget must provide for
financial support to persons economically affected. There
must be a significant package of relief assistance for people
hurting from the pandemic.
Examples are: Van operators will lose income because
of the restrictions and school online and will require financial
support; workers in the hospitality industry (including hotel
and restaurant workers, taxi drivers, tour operators, craft
vendors, market vendors, street vendors), including cruise
ship workers who cannot return to work because their ships
are not operating and hotel/guest house and restaurant owners/
operators need income and other indirect support; many
businesses are closing, some for good.
The government is failing to manage the Covid-19 crisis
and failing to keep the people informed about the state of the
pandemic in St Vincent and the Grenadines. There is too
much political calculation in what is said and done by public
officials for public consumption. The professionals in the
Ministry of Health must be guided by the science and
experience, not by politics and It must always be what makes
the people safe and feel safe, not what makes the government
look good or sound good.
I say to the health department officials, give the proper
scientific advice honestly and fully. That is your role. Then,
it is up to the political leaders to make decisions based on that
information and advice. There is a trust gap between
government and the people as far as the management of the

Covid crisis goes. This is dangerous and can cost lives. The
message must be conveyed clearly and consistently that we
are not yet out of the crisis; we cannot yet return to normal.
It is a false choice to say we must choose between health on
the one hand and the economy on the other. They are
inextricably linked.
The economy cannot function properly if people are
getting infected and others fear becoming infected. There
will be reduced public confidence in going about their
business and the economy will suffer. So, the only way to
protect the economy is to bring the spread of the virus under
control and show our people that the government is managing
the problem.
The evidence of the last two weeks show that the
government is failing to do that and is doing so at a time
when the situation is more grave and more urgent than ever.

La Soufriere Eruption—Planning and Preparation
I urge the authorities to communicate in a transparent
and complete manner so that people will trust and heed the
information and instructions given.
My colleagues and I visited Owia and Sandy Bay on
December 30th to speak with villagers and urge them to do
all they can to prepare for evacuation if needed and to heed
the information from the authorities. People were scared
and needed reassurance. Regular and sincere communication
is needed to allay fears and build trust.
Moreover, we met with NEMO officials recently and
will continue to reach out to them to be as much assistance
as possible, especially if a crisis develops. And NEMO must
also do the necessary drills in the communities to prepare for
evacuation. Hope for the best but prepare for the worst.
Covid-19 is a problem but must not lead to poor preparation
for Soufriere eruption.
Since the press conference, the situation has gotten
worse. We have recorded two (2) Covid-19 deaths and a
dramatic increase of Covid-19 cases. As of 18th January,
the authorities were investigating a total of four hundred and
two (402) local cases. It is obvious that effective leadership
is lacking and the government does not have a comprehensive
plan to manage the Covid-19 crisis.

Rock Samples
Collected
The UWI Seismic Unit scientific team has successfully and
safely collected rock samples from the new lava dome at La
Soufriere volcano.
Analysis of the composition of these rocks will provide
valuable information on whether the new dome is comprised
of older material (related to the 1979 eruption) or fresh
material from greater depths. This will complement data
gained from other monitoring techniques, allowing scientists
to better understand how the current eruption may unfold.

Fresh lava from the new dome
According to information
from the UWI Seismic Unit,
based on La Soufriere’s
eruptive history “this is
likely basaltic andesite lava.
Crystals can be seen clearly.
Analysis of the bulk rock
and crystal compositions
will give scientists clues to
changes that have happened
since 1979 and will also provide insight into current
magmatic processes to
complement the data that
scientists are receiving from
other monitoring techniques.”
Photos by Dr Thomas
Christopher

Geologist, Professor Richie Robertson, collects rock samples from the new
dome in the crater at La Soufriere.

No One is truly Safe until Everyone is Safe
Excerpts from the address delivered to the nation by Prime
Minister Dr Hon Ralph Gonsalves on Monday January 18,
2021, outlining the strategy of the ULP administration in
addressing the surge in the number of Covid-19 positive
cases in this country.

The Strategic Plan
Strategically, in the current circumstances, the plan is essentially
six-fold:
• Flatten the curve by reducing the incidence of Covid-19 and
the morbidity, and mortality, connected thereto with a central
focus on the protection of vulnerable populations, the early detection
of cases in the communities, and aggressive early management of
all cases of Covid-19. In this regard, the vulnerable populations are
those with chronic non-communicable diseases such as diabetes
and hypertension, heart and kidney/renal problems, lupus, sickle
cell anemia, and such like severe pre-existing, debilitating health
conditions.
• Maintaining a sufficiency, in numbers and quality, of the
public health workforce and associated personnel, within a nimble
and fit-for-purpose system to enhance their effectiveness. Bootson-the-ground epidemiology is vital to our success.
• Maintaining basic primary health-care activities particularly
those relating to maternal and child health, and optimal care for
persons with chronic diseases and medical emergencies.
• Promoting further public confidence in the health authorities’
strategic approach and work plan in fighting Covid-19.
• Developing further an enabling environment for responsible
behaviour by the population through their adherence to the advice
and protocols of the health authorities on Covid-19.
• The earliest possible introduction of Covid-19 vaccines.
A bundle of activities within the strategic plan for tackling
Covid-19 are already in place. These are being refined for better
delivery and others are being proposed to flatten the current rising
curve of Covid-19 infections.

Find, Trace, Test, Isolate, Support
The most significant activity to be continued, and ramped up,
is the inter-related bundle to find, to trace, to test, to isolate, and to
support. We must be able quickly to find, trace, and isolate persons

by the UNITY

LABOUR
PARTY

From the Political Parties
with the infection. Offering support to vulnerable persons while in
isolation is critical to maintaining public health, nutritional and
personal security and safety. The measures currently being
implemented focus, correctly, on aggressive surveillance to allow
for the early identification of positive cases through actively
seeking cases in flu clinics, contact tracing, and targeted testing in
at-risk populations. This week, the health authorities will further
ramp up their work in these respects at the 22 designated flu clinics
across all nine health districts in St Vincent and the Grenadines.
The testing capacity of our Molecular Laboratory has been
challenged by the increased demands placed upon it by the sheer
volume of PCR samples due to the steep rise in the number of local
cases and the significant increase in exit screenings required for
Canada, the United Kingdom, the USA, and Barbados. The capacity
of the Molecular Laboratory will be enhanced markedly with the
introduction of an automated extractor machine which is already
on island. Additionally, the private sector laboratories are to be
approached formally to process exit screenings for regional and
overseas travel, thus reducing the demand on the public Lab.
Individuals who are travelling overseas, will be required to pay the
fee for exit screenings charged by the private sector laboratories.
Further, significant resources are being provided for additional
storage for Covid-19 supplies and for containerised expansion of
the Molecular Laboratory, preparatory to an imminent physical
expansion of the Lab. These resources are available for immediate
use. Moreover, more professional and technical persons are being
recruited for the Lab, in addition to those recently hired.
The team at the Molecular Laboratory led by Elliot Samuel
have been doing a magnificent job for our country. They go way
beyond the call of duty, professionally, selflessly, and in accord
with the highest ethical standards. We thank them. Thus far, the

Lab has carried out some 24,705 tests for Covid-19, a commendable
number absolutely and comparatively.

Number and Quality of Health Personnel
A central strategic quest has been to enhance the number and
quality of nurses and doctors in our health care system and to assist
in combating Covid-19. Last year, dozens of nurses (staff nurses
and SET nurses), doctors, and other health professionals were
recruited. Currently, 23 staff nurses are being recruited. And we
will have to recruit more. Thankfully, we are training many more
at the Nursing Division of our Community College. Our nurses,
and nursing assistants, overwhelmingly, have been extraordinary
in their devotion to their patients, professionally sound, and
possessed of humane values of the highest quality. Those engaged
specifically in the fight against Covid-19 have been phenomenal.
We owe them a tremendous debt of gratitude; and we thank them
sincerely.
Even as the health system tackles Covid-19, it must always be
emphasised that we cannot drop our guard on the vital matter of
maintaining basic, essential public health care for the population.
Indeed, the maintenance of a sound primary and public health care
system is an essential pre-requisite in the overall fight against
Covid-19. This is not an either-or choice; both are profoundly
inter-related. It is for this reason that the health authorities have
organised the primary health care delivery in such a way to address
both the Covid battle and the primary health care requisites in a
judicious and balanced apportionment of the twin sets of tasks
between the 39 clinics, polyclinics, rural hospitals, and health
centres.

Conclusion
We are not a people of lamentations or learned helplessness.
We are a people of resilience, discipline; hard and smart work. We
will continue to strive, to seek, to find, to survive, to progress, but
never to yield to challenges. We will triumph over our adversities
and build an even stronger nation. And we can do it all, together.
Let’s dig deep into ourselves and into our determination to do even
better, a determination inherited from our forbears’ struggles and
lives. And with God’s blessings, our faith will see us through:
Morning by morning, new mercies we see; all that we need thy
hand has provided; great is thy faithfulness.
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Sport, Covid-19, and related matters
Global history is replete with
documents on the science of sport
and increasingly, of its importance
to development.
Interestingly, sport has not
always been seen as being useful
to development. This line of
thinking has been around for
decades and has left a troubling
legacy in many countries,
especially former colonies and
those that are underdeveloped.
One of the enduring features of
conquest and colonisation remains
the chronic dependency syndrome
as elucidated by the academic,
Andre Gunder Frank. The approach
to sport, like virtually all aspects of
life, conquered and colonised
societies have a tendency to
slavishly follow the metropolitan
nations almost mimicking them in
every aspect of what is defined,
largely by those very exploitative
nations, as development.
It is unfortunate that in many of
the small, poor, developing nations,
we have been extremely slow to
address the matter of development.
Perhaps it has to do with the fact
that we have been oppressed for so
long that we have surrendered
ourselves to whatever the elected
leaders choose to sell to us.
Despite the case made by
sporting organisations for inclusion
in development initiatives,
especially as an agent of
community development, donor
agencies from the advanced
industrial nations resisted.
As is the norm, it is only when
the so-called developed world
understood the role of sport in
nation building that their donor
agencies advocated for the
inclusion of sport as a major
enhance for the quality of life of
individual citizens and marketed it
as some innovation that could
change the world.

Development
Contemporary thinking on
precisely what constitutes
development is far removed from
the once traditional approach that
claimed it is the way in which a
country’s economic income affords
the population a better quality of
life.
Today, according to Owen
Barder (2012) “development is an
emergent property of the economic
and social system, in much the
same way that consciousness is an
emergent property of the brain…
Development is not the sum of
well-being of people in the
economy and we cannot bring it
about simply by making enough
people in the economy better off.
Development is instead a systemwide manifestation of the way that
people, firms, technologies and
institutions interact with each other
within the economic, social and
political system. Specifically,
development is the capacity of
those systems to provide selforganising complexity. Selforganising complexity in an
adaptive system is never designed
or deliberately built: it comes about
from a process of adaptation and

evolution.
Barder makes the all-important
point. “It follows that if we want to
accelerate and shape development,
we should focus especially on how
the environment can be made most
conducive for self-organising
complexity to evolve”.
The idea today is that we cannot
continue to see development in a
linear fashion. The dynamics are
complex and must therefore be
carefully analysed and the pieces
fitted together to ensure that
development is sustainable.
There is no sense in achieving
some advances only to find us losing
them after a period of time and the
last stage ends up being worse that
the original point of departure.
While ultimately, development
is about people and their well-being,
achieving development requires a
greater level of involvement than
many third world nations and their
politicians are as yet unwilling to
accept. To many of the latter, sport
remains fun and games.
In the case of the Caribbean, for
example, the disparity between the
levels of commitment to sport as an
integral component of the complexity
of development leaves us as far apart
as we were in the days of conquest
and subsequent colonisation.
The Little King Tots that lead
these small, poor, open and highly
vulnerable economies that dot the
Caribbean Sea, have, for the most
part, excluded sport from their
respective development matrices.
Not surprisingly though, they
mouth empty platitudes on
campaign platforms or at sporting
activities they occasionally visit,
without supporting them with
concrete actions emanating from
established policy frameworks.

Covid-19
The Covid-19 pandemic has
jolted the entire world in a manner
not seen for decades. In the face of
all of our boastful achievements as
a global community the pandemic
has cut us all down to size,
reminding us that, after all, we are
only human and we are yet to seize
control of the levers that dictate
what happens around us.
Our beaming confidence in our
advancements in science and
technology have lured into a false
sense of security that has been badly
shaken by the advance of the
pandemic.
Everywhere people have found
their societies significantly
hampered by the pandemic.
The UN Resolution of 1st
December 2020 recognised, “that
the Coronavirus disease (Covid19) pandemic has significantly
affected all aspects of professional,
amateur and grass-roots sport, as
well as organized and informal
youth sport gatherings, including,
on the one hand, by disrupting
sporting events and impacting sport
supply chains related to athletes’
working
conditions,
the
management of sporting events and
mass gatherings, and occupational
safety and health, and, on the other
hand, by limiting access to physical

In St Vincent and the Grenadines, we appear
more concerned about quibbling over concepts, ‘cluster’ versus ‘community spread’.
Truth be told, Vincentians are not concerned
about this aspect but are rather interested in
knowing that adequate measures are in place
and so too, adequate treatments, especially
now that there have been two deaths from the
dreaded virus.
Perhaps, more than anything else, Vincentians
would wish to be exposed to the truth, not some
of the times but at all times.
activity and physical education,
which poses significant challenges
to the physical and mental health
and well-being of individuals,
families and their communities”.
In St Vincent and the
Grenadines, we appear more
concerned about quibbling over
concepts, ‘cluster’ versus
‘community spread’. Truth be told,
Vincentians are not concerned
about this aspect but are rather
interested in knowing that adequate
measures are in place and so too,
adequate treatments, especially
now that there have been two deaths
from the dreaded virus.
Perhaps, more than anything
else, Vincentians would wish to be
exposed to the truth, not some of
the times but at all times.
While it is appropriate for
government to take the lead on
most matters there does appear at
times to be a credibility gap and
when the public get varying signals
from the authorities the credibility
gap simply widens.
Interestingly, in the face of the
pandemic, peoples everywhere
have been forced to take stock of
their lives, their eating habits,
leisure activities and broader
lifestyles. We have witnessed an
amazing interest in sport and
physical activity.
Unfortunately, here in St
Vincent and the Grenadines, the
authorities have been so focussed
on avoiding panic that they have
ignored the fundamental importance
of a generally healthy lifestyle.
Today, more Vincentians have
turned to exercise. Many are
seeking out appropriate exercise
classes in an effort to keep
themselves fit.
Exercise is possible regardless
of whether one is at home or in the
wide open spaces afforded at
playing fields and the much-used
airstrip at what was once the ET
Joshua Airport.
Exercise is possible without
breaking the established protocols
introduced by the local authorities.
The foregoing change in
approaches by many Vincentians is
consistent with the UN Resolution
of 1st December 2020 that
acknowledged, “the importance of
holistic approaches to health and
well-being through regular physical

activity, including sport and
recreation, to prevent and control
non-communicable diseases and
promote healthy lifestyles, including
through physical education, as
reflected in the political declaration
of the third high-level meeting of the
General Assembly on the prevention
and control of non-communicable
diseases.”
One would, however, hope that
as is the case with development
itself, the Vincentians who are now
gravitating to fitness classes are
prepared for the long haul and
hence engage in a sustained
exercise programme for life. We
hope
too,
that
the
acknowledgement
of
the
importance of physical activity to
general wellness will encourage
parents to engage their children,
from an early age, in the practice of
physical exercise.

Mental Health
One of the areas that we do not
give due recognition is the broader
impact of stress on individuals.
There is a tendency for us in

small, developing countries to treat
any mention of mental health and
well-being as translating into being
mad. This thinking has left many in
such societies woefully deficient in
respect of identifying and treating
some mental issues that arise and
maintaining overall good health.
While many may be
comfortable dealing with the
abundance of information on the
Covid-19 pandemic, Dengue and
now, the Soufriere volcano in its
effusive eruptive stage, others may
not be able to cope, mentally.
These are not normal times.
Not everyone can deal with the
possibility of contracting Covid or
Dengue. Others are now worried
about the possibility of an eruption
of some magnitude from Soufriere.
It is very important that we pay
greater attention to our mental
health at all times and not
underestimate the impact that
issues such as those currently
impacting the Vincentian way of
life affects some among us.
Regular exercise is an
important activity that helps us
better cope with stress.
Many advocate the engagement
in regular physical activity if we
want to maintain good mental
health. Research has confirmed that
a regimen of regular exercise
allows for the inculcation of good
self-esteem and restricts the
tendency towards depression.
Exercise keeps people away from
some of the stressful situations that
confront them by focussing on the
development of oneself physically,
socially and mentally.
There are many benefits to
physical exercise and sport and it
is important that we consistently
strive after locating them at the
very core of our broader, albeit
complex development strategy.

Gastroesophageal Reflux Disease from page 11
They might also suggest taking over-the-counter medications, like:
• antacids
• H2 receptor blockers
• proton pump inhibitors (PPIs)
Medical Nutrition Therapy Treatment of GERD:
• Avoid large, high- fat meals
• Avoid eating at least 3- 4 hours before lying down
• Avoid smoking
• Avoid alcoholic beverages
• Avoid caffeine-containing foods and beverages
• Stay upright and avoid vigorous activity soon after eating.
• Avoid tight-fight clothing, especially after a meal.
• Consume a healthy, nutritionally complete diet with the six food
groups and adequate fiber.
• Avoid acidic and highly spiced foods when inflammation exists e.g.
citrus juice and pepper
• Lose weight if overweight
In conclusion, one of the most common referrals from doctors for
persons to see the Dietician is for GERD and H pylori. I hope this article
has provided some education on this medical condition. The management
of GERD requires both clinical intervention and medical nutrition
therapy education can be provided by a Dietician.
References:
Krause’s Food and Nutrition Care Process, Mahan, Escott-Stump,
Raymond, 13th Edition, 2012.
https://www.niddk.nih.gov/health-information/digestive-diseases/
acid-reflux-ger-gerd-adults

Vincentian athletes
do well at Track Meet

Shafiqua Maloney

restricted
from training

in Japan
ahead of
Summer
Games
Japan will until February 7th, temporarily suspend exemptions allowing foreign athletes “to train in the
country ahead of the Summer Olympics,” as it closes its borders to
contain a surge in Covid-19 cases,
just six months before the planned
Games.
Reportedly, the suspension will
last until the scheduled end of the
Coronavirus state of emergency in
the capital, Tokyo, and other major
cities, on February 7th, 2021.
Japan, like many other countries
around the world, is dealing with
record surges of Coronavirus, which
prompted the government to tighten
border controls and expand its state
of emergency.
Japanese athletes however, will
be allowed to re-enter the country
but must self-quarantine for 14 days,
during which they cannot practice
or compete.

Mikeisha Welcome
by the Razorbacks in 2011.
Totalling 229 points, Maloney’s
team, the Razorbacks, topped a seventeam field.
Another Vincentian athlete
Mikeisha Welcome, Pan Am Junior
medalist, a Sophomore at the
University of Oklahoma ‘Sonners’ also

at the University of Arkansas
Invitational last Saturday, jumped her
way to the top with a 12.58m in the
Women’s Triple Jump, one of five
field medals for the Sonners who picked
up a combined eight victories on the
day with three on the track.

Ready or not?- Incomplete Chateaubelair
jetty a potential disaster in evacuation
North Leeward MP and Minister of Tourism Carlos James says the Chateaubelair
wharf, still under construction, is a ready
facility for evacuation by sea should La
Soufriere volcano erupt explosively, but
resident Troy Prince says it’s a disaster
waiting to happen should persons have
to flee to board a vessel there.
In a video posted on social media
platform Facebook, James said: “We
are here at the Chateaubelair jetty, a
$5million project completed by the
government of St Vincent and the
Grenadines.”
“I just want to indicate that though
we are finishing up the remedial works
here, more or less, the jetty has been
completed and it’s ready for use in the
event of an evacuation from
Chateaubelair in relation to La Soufriere,
which is just behind me here in
Chateaubelair Bay.”
The tourism minister said that the
jetty is capable of accommodating two
large vessels and there is also a smaller
ramp to take smaller vessels in relation
to fishermen in the area.
“But my mind is clearly on a
possible evacuation from North
Leeward and this jetty is pretty much
ready. I have been given the assurance
by the contractor that it is ready. I came
for myself to have a look and to see the
installation, everything... It’s pretty
much ready to go,” he said.
The issue came up after residents in
the North Leeward village reacted to
claims that La Soufriere, which has been
erupting effusively for weeks, had begun
explosive eruptions last Saturday night.
The claim seemed credible with the bright
glow in the mountains from the
incandescent lava dome growing in the
crater of the volcano.

In light of the situation, villagers,
some carrying bags, took to the street in
preparation for evacuation.
In a Facebook Live video post on
Sunday, Prince, addressing the matter of
a possible evacuation, looked at the state
of affairs in North Leeward.
“Now, I want you guys to picture
this. Let’s say last night there was
really supposed to be an evacuation, is
this wharf really completed and is
ready for hundreds of persons who
would be scampering through these
galvanize gates?” he asked, referring
to the gateway to the incomplete jetty
project as he construction site was still
fenced.
Prince invited viewers to take a close
look at the condition as existed at the
construction site and to say whether it
was misleading referring to a video in
which the jetty was said to be ready.
The video, in which James appeared,
did not show the steel beams, pipes,
open holes, with ends of tied steel
protruding and heavy equipment.
“Take a good look at the condition of
this wharf that he says is ready for if
there is to be an evacuation.”
Prince said the government deserved
criticism.
“This thing is a disaster. Yes, I
appreciate the efforts that were done by
the workers to try and get things in order
for an instant evacuation. But look, my
people, picture hundreds of people trying
to get on top of a vessel,” he said as he
showed areas of incomplete construction
work.
“This is a disaster. This is a disaster,
so Mr Carlos James, take back that video
and let the people know that the wharf,
you are trying your best to get it ready,
but it is not ready,” he added.

Chateaubelair wharf, still under construction
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Foreign
athletes

Vincentian Shafiqua Maloney
opened her campaign in the
2021 NCCA Indoor track and
field season with a 2:08.60
victory in 800m ahead of
teammate Isabel Van Camp,
who had an indoor best of
2:13.75, when the Razorbacks
opened the 2021 campaign
with a dominant victory in the
University of Arkansas
Invitational held last week
Saturday 16th January, 2021.
Maloney just missed
bettering her best of 2:08.60,
a national record set in 2020.
Following up on her 800m
win, Maloney along with her
other Razorbacks teammates
Paris Peoples (53.44), Morgan
Burks-Magee (53.53), Shafiqua Maloney
(54.79) and Rosey Effiong (53.03)
clocked 3:34.79 to cap the evening off
with a meet record in the 4+400 relay.
This betters the meet record of
3:35.39 set in 2018 by CJ Elite. The
best collegiate time previously set in
the Arkansas Invitational was a 3:37.02

2021 Carifta Games in clouds of doubt
The Carifta Games which have been staged
every year at various countries around the
region since 1972 is arguably the biggest
and most popular annual junior athletics
championships in the region. However, Dangers posed by the Covid-19
pandemic have put this prestigious sport event in jeopardy with a possible postponement or cancellation for
the second year running.
The pandemic forced the
region’s most prestigious
junior
athletics
championships to break its
49-year record of hosting
with its first cancellation in
2020. If the Games,
tentatively set for April 3rd
to 5th in Bermuda, were to
happen it would bring
together 27 regional
territories but despite a
strong desire to have the
event, organizers are
expressing uncertainty over
the date.
In 2020 the governing

by Samuel
‘Kala’ Gordon

THE UNIVERSITY OF THE WEST INDIES
OPEN CAMPUS
St. Vincent and the Grenadines
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Invites interested persons to apply for
The following Short Courses for Semester Two 2020/2021
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Introduction to Events Management
Foundations of Records Management
E-Commerce in Modern Business
Business Writing and Communication
Occupational Health and Safety
Managing Projects for Success
Supervisory Management
Facilities Management
Managing People Effectively
Finance for Decision Makers
Managing Conflict in the Workplace
Advanced Counselling: Working with the Adolescent
Entrepreneurship and Small Business Management
Procurement Management
Grant Proposal Writing
Digital Marketing
Statistical Analysis Techniques
Family Law in Selected Jurisdictions
Health Care Management
Care of the Elderly
Introduction to Property Management

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS:
Friday January 22nd, 2021
TEACHING STARTS:
The week of Monday 8th February 2021
HOW TO APPLY?
Application is available here https://forms.gle/UKNJnHSwWf1NsCJw6
Complete the form on or before Friday January 22nd, 2021.
DOCUMENTS REQUIRED:
•
Birth Certificate (Original & Copy)
•
Academic Certificates (Original & Copy)
CONTACT:
Tel: (784) 456-1183 or 485-6606 or 532 9343
Email: svg@open.uwi.edu or lecia.quow@open.uwi.edu

From L-R: Local Committee member Colonel Paul Arthur, AAG President
Aubrey Hutson, Nacac President Mike Sands, Nacac General Secretary Keith
Joseph and AAG General Secretary Mayfield Taylor-Trim
body for the Games, North American and
Caribbean Athletics Association (NACAC),
in which Vincentian Keith Joseph is the
General Secretary, was forced to cancel the
event which was set for Hamilton, Bermuda
in early April owing to ravages of Covid-19.
Officials had optimistically scheduled the
sport for April this year but are now unsure
whether it could happen though they remain
cautiously optimistic and thinking of perhaps
shifting the date to later in the year instead of
outright cancellation as happened last year.
NACAC President, Mike Sands was
quoted as saying, “We are still moving full
steam ahead but there are several challenges
that we are faced with.”
“We have to look at the established
protocols regarding Covid-19 in the host
country. Secondly, we have to respect the
protocols in the countries of the established
member federations and how it pertains to
travel in and out of those countries.”
He said that the Association is conducting
a survey among member countries to see if
that early April 2021 date is practical based
on how the pandemic is affecting individual
territories.
“At our last meeting, we took a position
to conduct a survey among the membership
to determine the viability of the date in
question and whether or not that date is
doable.
“Covid-19 is still out there and there
would have been a spike in certain parts of
the region. We’re looking at several options,
but I can tell you that cancellation is not an
option at this time. It’s just a matter of
staying with the current date or switching to
a later date.”
Bermuda currently has over 100 active
cases of Covid-19 and 12 recorded deaths in
the nation of just over 60,000 people. If
Carifta 2021 remains on schedule during the
pandemic it’s almost inevitable that all
incoming guests to Bermuda would have to
take a Covid-19 RT-PCR test and receive a
negative result.
Cancellation of the 2020 Games severely
affected the Bermuda planners financially
as they had already pumped money in
preparation for hosting and NACAC is
anxious that this year does not see a repeat.

President of the Bermuda National
Athletics Association Donna Raynor has
also confirmed the fate of this year’s Carifta
Games remains in the balance but has not
yet been cancelled over the threat of the
Coronavirus.
“As you know we are ready,” said
President Raynor “We have everything ready
and basically the only thing that we would
have to confirm right now is transportation
and accommodation. Those are the only two
things that are outstanding for us and
whatever dates they say the Games are, we
just have to make sure that we secure
accommodation and transportation. The
survey went out before Christmas and we
gave them a deadline of January 8th,”
Raynor, who is also chairwoman of the local
organising committee, added.
Raynor says the association “are fine”
with any of the dates that have been selected
or mentioned, but prefer not to host the
Games in April.
“For us, April would be kind of stressful
because we don’t know where Covid-19 is
going to be and what travel is going to be
like,” she added.
“Our preference is to move it. But if they
say April then we will just have to get
ourselves prepared.
The pandemic has wreaked havoc on
sporting events across the globe, with several
already cancelled or postponed.
The Carifta Games are an annual Junior
Track & Field competition founded by the
Caribbean Free Trade Association. The
Games started in 1972 serving as the premier
junior regional championship for the
Caribbean/Caricom region.
The Games are held under the auspices
of the IAAF & NACAC. Run over three
days during the Easter period the event
features 150 separate events and 2 age groups
(Under 18 & Under 20) and consists of track
and field events including sprint races,
hurdles, middle distance track events,
jumping and throwing events, and relays.
The Games are considered one of the
best development meets in the world. While
former IAAF president Lamine Diack has
stated the games are ‘On par with the World
Championships’.

Dr Gene Leon Elected
President of Caribbean
Development Bank
The Board of Governors
of the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB) has
elected Dr Hyginus
‘Gene’ Leon to serve as
the next President of the
m u l t i - l a t e r a l
institution. Dr Leon’s appointment will become effective on May 1st,
2021. He will succeed Dr
Wm Warren Smith who
has been at the helm of the
regional financial institution for the last 10 years.
Dr Leon has over 30
years of experience in
economic development
and
has
directed
macroeconomic and
financial policy support to
government authorities in
Africa, the Middle East and
Central Asia and the
Caribbean. He has worked
with the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) for
more than 24 years, serving
as Mission Chief for the Gulf
States of Oman, Qatar, and

United Arab Emirates as well
as The Bahamas, Nigeria, and
Zimbabwe. He also served as
the IMF’s Senior Resident
Representative in Jamaica.
Prior to his engagement
with the IMF, Dr Leon was
an Associate Professor at
State University of New York
at Old Westbury in the United
States. He has also served as

In a statement dated January 18th, 2021,
the National Emergency Management
Organization’s
Health
Services
Subcommittee, headed by Chief Medical
Officer (CMO) Dr Simone Keizer-Beache,
stated its objection to the classification and
said the IHR’s Regional Focal Point had
acknowledged the objection “and will now
revert to the correct classification.”
Many persons wonder whether the use
of the terms Community Spread or local
spread matter when hundreds of persons
locally throughout the country are infected
with the virus at present?
The health authorities said the placing of
this country in the Community Transmission
category was “based on information gathered
from a press release on January 10, 2021.”
“This change in categorization by the
WHO IHR Regional Contact Point (PAHO
IHR) was made without the input of the IHR
National Focal Point of St Vincent and the
Grenadines. This miscommunication resulted
when an email notification of intent to change
was sent to an inactive email address.
“Community transmission of Covid-19
as defined by WHO on March 13, 2020, is
“evidenced by the inability to relate
confirmed cases through chains of
transmission for a large number of cases, or
by increasing positive tests through sentinel
samples (routine systematic testing of
respiratory samples from established
laboratories),” the statement said.
The local health authorities said the
formal objection was grounded in the
definition of community transmission.
“This objection took into consideration
the fact that recent cases of Covid-19 in St
Vincent and the Grenadines with no travel
history are still under investigation to
determine the source of infection. All

secondary cases identified are contacts of
known positive cases with numerous
identified clusters,” NEMO’s Health
Services Subcommittee said in the statement.
Meanwhile, it is not the first time the
health authorities have had to defend against
this country being labelled as having
Community Transmission.
In April last year there were allegations
of Community Transmission as authorities
investigated a Covid-19 positive case where
the person had no known travel history.
In a news release dated April 21, 2020,
the Ministry of Health said there was “no
evidence of community transmission relative
to Covid-19 in St Vincent and the
Grenadines.”
“On Tuesday, April 21, the Caribbean
Public Health Agency CARPHA revealed a
new positive Covid-19 case for St Vincent
and the Grenadines, the first since April 9,
2020. Since then, speculation has been rife,
about the origin of this latest case,” the
release said.
The release further stated: “According
to the Chief Medical Officer Dr Simone
Keizer, ongoing preliminary investigations
into the new case point to a possible local
transmission, since the individual in question
has no known travel history.
“In distinguishing between local and
community spread, Dr Keizer-Beache notes
that according to CARPHA, Community
Spread refers to instances where several
people in a community test positive for
Covid-19 without any known contact with
an imported case.
“’Local spread’ or a ‘Secondary case’
describes a situation where the person was
never abroad, but was exposed to an imported
case, so that the source of the infection can
be identified,” the press release stated then.
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Dr Hyginus Leon

Director of Research at
the Central Bank of
Barbados and Country
Economist at CDB.
Dr Leon holds a
Doctor of Philosophy
(PhD) in Economics from
the University of
Southampton in the
United Kingdom (UK)
and a Bachelor of Science
Degree (B.Sc.) in
Economics from the
University of London
also in the U.K.
Commenting on his
appointment, Dr. Leon
said:
“I am deeply honoured
by the trust that the Board
of
Governors
has
demonstrated in my
experience and ability. The
CDB remains an instrumental
partner
in
regional
development. I look forward
to working with all Member
States and a tremendous staff
with zeal and unrelenting
commitment.”

Health Officials reject WHO’s
Community Spread Label! from front page

Business Card

Classifieds
URGENT CARE
& WELLNESS CENTER
Leeward Hwy, Kingstown

This Space Could be yours for just

$40

.60

Tel: 784 453-1506 or 784 434-1506

THE
NEWS

BUSINESS CARD CLASSIFIEDS

Mother stranded after testing
positive for Covid-19! from page 6
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Bruce said the woman in an interview
on a local radio station, she said repeatedly
she could not go home because there
were several children living there and her
mother is diabetic. He said he knew her
and her family quite well and there was
something she did mention during the
radio interview but he would remain silent
on it.
Bruce said that as a result of her decision
not to go home she was left with no other
option but to go to a place approved by the
government to quarantine.
He said she called the hotels and she

met with a bombshell that she needed in
excess of $4,000 for the 14 days in
quarantine.
“And she doesn’t have that money and
can’t be certain where that money is going
to come from.
It is understood the woman slept on the
compound at a public school in a rural area
on the Windward side of the island.
The story of the woman’s plight attracted
support and persons expressed disgust and
concern that she was left in a situation
where her personal security and safety were
at risk.

DR. CONRAD NEDD and ASSOCIATES
info@advancedhealth.life
URGENT medical care
General Health Checkup
Home Based Care
Wound Care
Employment/University Fitness
Seaman Medicals

Routine medical Care
Visiting Specialists
Endoscopy services
Physiotherapy
Medical exams

Brewery appoints
local Country Manager
St Vincent Brewery Limited
(SVB) has announced that
Shafia London has been
appointed as the company’s
Country Manager. She took
up the post on January 1st,
2020, becoming the first
Vincentian to be named
Country Manager in SVB’s
35-year history.
London takes the post
after serving in Barbados
with Banks Holdings
Limited (BHL), where she
most recently held the
position of Commercial
Manager. Previously, she
worked as a Regional
Commercial Manager with
responsibility for the sales
and marketing functions at
SVB and the Dominica
Brewery and Beverage
Limited, as well as other
Caribbean territories.
According to a release
issued, she has amassed a
wealth of commercial
experience in the beverage
industry, having worked
with brands such as Pinehill,
Presidente, Hairoun, Deputy
Beer, Banks Beer, Kubuli,
Guinness,
Vitamalt,
Budweiser and Corona.
While discussing her
new position, London said,
“I’m honoured to be leading
the team at SVB. It is an
amazing company with an
excellent team and I strongly
believe we can develop and
implement
creative
strategies to build upon
SVB’s reputation as a worldclass beverage company.”

Shafia London

London is in the final
stage of completing an
MBA and holds a Master of
Science in Biochemical
Engineering
from
University College London.
She also has a Bachelor of
Science in Biochemistry
(Hons) with minors in
Human
Resource

Management
and
Communication from the
University of the West
Indies. The thirty-five-yearold is a 2003 St Vincent and
the Grenadines National
Scholar and was the first
female President of the
Rotary Club of St Vincent,
the release added.

Gonsalves outlines Covid plans from page 2
“Maintaining sufficiency in numbers
and quality of the public health workforce
and associated personnel within nimble
and fit for purpose systems, to enhance the
effectiveness, boots on the ground,
epidemiology is vital.”
“Maintaining basic Primary Health Care
activities, particularly those related to
Maternal and Child Health, optimal care
for persons, chronic diseases and medical
emergencies.”
Promoting further public confidence

in the health authorities strategic
approach and work plan in fighting
Covid-19.
“Development further, and the enabling
environment for responsible behaviour by
the population, through their adherence to
the advice and protocols of the health
authorities, Covid-19.”
“The earliest possible introduction of
Covid-19 vaccines,” Gonsalves listed as the
strategic plan, of the country in the current
circumstances.

Deadline: Midday Wednesdays

Call: 456 2942 • Fax: 456 2941
QUICK RESULTS AFFORDABLE PRICES

Miscellaneous
Need Urgent Cash?
Then let QuickCash solve your problems
453-CASH (2274)
Patrol Officer required.
Tel: 456-4413

For Sale
Used Tires:
255/50R19
255/55R19
255/60R17
255/65R17

255/50R20
255/55R20
255/60R18
255/70R16

Property For Sale

For Rent
255/55R16
255/60R16
255/65R16
265/30R19

Pro-Max Tire Chauncey
453-5353

Storage including space for Container Glen Main Road
528-8214

1 -3 bedroom, 1 storey house at
Beachmont, on 9477 sq ft
Call: 528-8214

Unfurnished 1 bedroom apartment at
Fountain
• 1 - 4 bedroom apartment at Queens
Drive
Call/WhatsApp - 528-9042

Bequia Fish & Vegetable market
renovated but Jetty still unfinished
the place look good.”
“At last we getting a good place to do
our business.”
“We still waiting on them to fix the
jetty, they remove the planks, we can’t use
the place until they put them down,” were
some of the remarks from some of the
business persons, who used the market.
While the building has been completed,
there is still work left to be done on the Jetty
leading to the facility from the sea side,
which is mainly used by the fisher folks.
The project which cost $105,000,
still has replacement of the planks which
have been removed from the jetty to be
replaced by new ones before it’s business
as usual.

Inside the unused vegetable market

St Lucia to use
electronic monitors
for home quarantine

A section of the Arnos Vale/Fountain link road

Bragsa completes upgrade
of Arnos Vale/Fountain link road
The Roads, Buildings and General Services
Authority (BRAGSA) has completed the
upgrade of Barrimore road, commonly
known as the Arnos Vale/Fountain link
road in West St George.
The project saw the construction
of 328 feet of road, along with

Slipper drains.
In addition, Bragsa constructed a 100
feet long retaining wall.
The project was done at a cost of
$166,000.
It was carried out over an eight-week
period.

The St Lucian Ministry of
Health in an effort to improve
the monitoring of persons
on home quarantine and
restrict the spread of Covid19, will be using two
electronic monitoring
devices, the Amber
wristwatch and the Bio
Intellisense Biobutton.
The bio button is a
disposable, one-time-use
body sensor about the size
of a coin, which will be worn
on the left side of the chest
and will monitor the vitals
of the quarantined persons.
The wrist watch which
looks like a smart watch,
ensures that persons wearing
the device remain within the
confines of their home as

per the home quarantine
protocols, to allow for the
monitoring of vitals of the
quarantined persons.
The two devices together
cost US $175, must be used
by all persons between the
ages of 18-65, who have been
granted home quarantine.
Persons have the option
of purchasing the Bio button
online at the St Lucia
website, when they go to
apply to visit the country,
and pick up it up at port of
entry on arrival or US
residents can order it and
have it delivered to their
homes, while the wristwatch
has to be purchased at the
port of entry on arrival.
The activities from these

devices will be monitored
remotely
while
the
individual is in the country.
On completion of the 14day quarantine, the bio button
will be discarded while the
wristwatch can be removed
at designated Wellness
Centres, around St Lucia.
The ministry said this is
all an effort, as they continue
to seek to keep St Lucia safe.
Earlier this week, the
Ministry of Health and
Wellness, in St Lucia,
confirmed thirty-five new
cases of Covid-19, bringing
the total number of
confirmed cases in the
neighbouring country to 656,
ranging in age between 14
years to 66 years.
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The Bequia Fish and Vegetable Market,
now has a new look, after the Roads,
Buildings and General Services Authority
(Bragsa) recently completed renovation
work on the facility.
The project which saw the repair of
the roof, doors, windows and stalls of the
markets, as well as repainting of the entire
structure, now has a whole new look.
Bragsa also installed new water
pumps, lines and pipes in the Fish Market,
and replaced the toilets, light fixtures,
plugs and outlets.
Some persons who used the facility
have expressed their “satisfaction.”
“I like it, it looks good.”
“We glad to move in, we can’t wait,

Calliaqua says Farewell to Fitzroy and Jacqueline
Residents of Calliaqua turned out
in colorful attire to attend the funeral for two siblings at the Glen
Baptist Church last week Tuesday
12 January 2021.
Jonathan Fitzroy Goodluck, 73,
and his sister Veronica Jacqueline
Goodluck, 63, were remembered
and celebrated by mourners who
sat in pews at the service.
Fitzroy was and would still be
remembered by many fisherfolk
and consumers as one who rowed
his boat ashore, as a fisherman of
tremendous stature who left his
home very early on mornings,
immersed himself along with
others in the raging sea to ply his
craft as a fisherman. He was a
reasonable family man who wanted
maximum survival for his family.
In fact, Fitzroy enjoyed a
comfortable family life.
Fitzroy copped the titles, two
consecutive times, as Fisherman
of the Year in the 1980s. Because
of his commitment and loyalty to
the fishing industry in St Vincent,
the government of the day deemed
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of a dear
son, brother, father, uncle
and nephew
Shannon William Glynn
of Ocar Bequia
Born: 08.06.1970
Died: 21.01.2016
Can a woman’s tender care
Cease towards the child she
bears
Deep are the memories
forever they stay
No passing time can take
them away
We think about you daily and
talk about you too
You left us happy memories
But wish we still had you
You went away without
farewell
But heaven’s gate was open
for you
Tears still silent often flow
though you left five years ago
Sleep Shannie, Shannie
We still love you
Remember most of all by
your mother Aileen, your
sister, four brothers, aunty,
uncles especially Allan,
nephew, nieces, other family
and friends

it fit to send him to Taiwan for the
purpose of upgrading his skills and
knowledge as a fisherman, thus
making him a genuine asset to the
fishing community of Calliaqua
and by extension, the fishing
industry of St Vincent.
The late fisherman also
participated in community sports,
he represented Calliaqua in the
sporting discipline of football, and
also allied himself with Patrick
Grey Baptiste’s Potential Steel
Orchestra, one of St Vincent’s top
orchestras. With regard to football,
Fitzroy promoted football outfits
in his native Calliaqua by his
financial contributions. Many
remember him also as a friendly,
pleasant and generous individual.
Fitzroy’s younger sibling,
Jacqueline, although not as popular
as her brother, also impacted on
the Calliaqua community. She lived
a humble life which endeared her
to many. Jacqueline was known
for her culinary skills. This led her
to operate a catering business in
capital Kingstown. She also ran a
bar, selling an assortment of
beverages. A level-headed business
person, she was able to win many
friends and in time developed a
very good customer relationship
with her patrons.
So Jacqueline has left her
legacy of contributing to the
hospitality industry while the
versatile Fitzroy has impacted
significantly on the fishing
industry.

In Memoriam

The family of the late
Daniel Ezekiel Jack
of Calder and Stubbs
who lived in Dos, Trinidad
Sunrise: April 12, 1928
Sunset: January 28, 2009
There’s an open gate at the
end of the road
Through which each must go
alone
And there, in a light
we cannot see
Our Master claims His own
Beyond the gate our loved
ones find
Happiness and rest
And there is comfort in the
thought
That a loving God knows best
He will be remembered by
his children, grandchildren,
relatives and friends
May he rest in peace

Jonathan Fitzroy Goodluck and his sister Veronica Jacqueline Goodluck

Parks, rivers and beaches
closed over the weekend
All sites managed and operated by the National
Parks, Rivers, and Beaches Authority will be
temporarily closed to the public, (including visitors)
over the upcoming weekend from Friday, January,
22nd to Monday January 25th, 2021.
Prime minister Dr Ralph Gonsalves during an
address to the nation last Monday 18th January,
announced Friday 22nd and Monday 25th as Public
Holidays, he however, urged persons to stay at home.
The recorded cases of Covid-19 of persons without
travel history has continued to spike here in St
Vincent and the Grenadines within the last month.
Additionally, the Royal St Vincent and the
Grenadines Police Force (RSVGPF) in a release
advised members of the public to continue to be
responsible citizens by adhering to the various
measures and protocols that have been implemented
by the Government of St Vincent and the Grenadines,
“to protect its citizens and visitors and, to reduce the
spread of the Coronavirus.”
The RSVGPF, stated that they know it is
customary for Vincentians to engage in different
social events/acitivities on public holidays, however
“in light of the current rise in Covid -19 cases in SVG
and the need for physical distancing and social
hygiene, the RSVGPF encourages citizens to exercise
restraint and stay at home as far as possible over the
long extended weekend of 22nd-25th January, 2021,”
the release urged.
The RSVGPF also reminds the public that of
existing legislation that, are “highly relevant in the

One more Death...
from back page
However, the ‘gofundme’ page, was only up a day
before she succumbed to her illness, the follow up post
said, “Unfortunately, our dear has passed away.”
They expressed thanks, to all of those who donated.
“We will use the funds raised for funeral cost, due
to funeral costs and other expenses such as hospital
bills it will be greatly appreciated if you can donate
whatever you can.”
The Ministry of Health in a release said that eight
persons have died from the complications of severe
Dengue fever during this current outbreak, and one
thousand, seven hundred and ninety laboratory
confirmed cases of Dengue fever have been recorded.

circumstances for enforcement” such as Public Health
Act, Public Health (Amendment) Act 2020, The
Noise Control Act, The Motor Vehicle and Road
Traffic Act – particularly in relation to public
transportation, the Litter Act, National Parks Act and
the Beach Protection Act.
“Section 291 Chapter 171 of the Revised Edition
of the Laws of St Vincent and the Grenadines, 2009.
Section 291 states -Any person who unlawfully or
negligently does any act which he knows, or has
reason to believe, to be likely to cause the spread of
any infectious or contagious disease, is guilty of an
offence and liable to imprisonment for one year, ” the
RSVGPF reminded in their release.
Accordingly, the RSVGPF stated they would be
conducting strategic and targeted patrols to ensure
that, there is no playing of amplified music in public
or private places, no mass gatherings of persons on
beaches, or other social events including; river cooks,
picnics, etc., social and physical distancing are being
practiced, motorists and commuters are adhering to
the protocols with regards to public transportation
and the number of passengers riding in omnibuses, no
boat rides and or excursions and quarantined persons
remain at their designated places of confinement at all
times.
They encourage the citizens of SVG to exercise
restraint and stay at home as far as possible over the
long extended weekend, as when one adheres to these
protocols, they are protecting themselves and the
people around them.

High Risk Persons
Should be Extra
Careful... from back page
Another group that is particularly to Covid-19
are health care workers and even as we use our
protective gear, our masks, our shields, wash our
hands, as we are particularly exposed as the number
of persons we see, we have to be extremely careful.
And, so to protect everyone, as health care
workers we ask that the public, you wear your
masks. By wearing your mask you are protecting
yourself, you are also protecting us, it is extremely
important.

Government worried over
sudden Covid spike!
With the recent spiralling of confirmed cases of the dreaded Covid19 virus, government authorities
have their hands on their heads
trying to “flatten the curve.”
Government authorities have
been boasting of flattening the curve
right from the early days in March
last year when this country recorded
its first confirmed case but the
figures grew slowly and steadily for
months until no new case was
recorded and all confirmed cases
had recovered ahead of the
November 5th general elections.
For weeks, there was no
recorded new case. Elections came
with massive crowds attending
campaign rallies by the ruling Unity
Labour Party (ULP) and the main
opposition New Democratic Party
(NDP). Then came the annual Nine
Mornings, a major cultural event
unique to this country, that saw
mass gatherings. Also, there came
the flights from high-risk countries
and a big shot wedding in Mustique.
Accompanying the flights was
the Covid-19 virus. This, no doubt,

saw the country’s statistical data
coming to life again.
Interestingly, Between March
11th, 2020, and December 27th,
2020, this country recorded 110
PCR positives. But, between
December 28th, 2020, and January
17th, 2021, there were 384 positive
results with a large number of local
cases under investigation.
As a result, the government has
established a six-point strategic
plan which Prime Minister Dr
Ralph Gonsalves outlined in an
address to the nation Monday night.
“Strategically, in the current
circumstances, the plan is
essentially six-fold. One, flatten
the curve by reducing the incidence
of Covid-19 and the morbidity and
mortality connected thereto with a
central focus on the protection of
vulnerable populations, the early
detection of cases in the
communities, an aggressive early
management of all cases of Covid19.
“In this regard, the vulnerable
populations are those with chronic

non-communicable diseases such
as diabetes and hypertension, heart
and kidney failure or with renal
problems generally, lupus, sickle
cell anemia, and such like severe
pre-existing debilitating conditions.
“Two,
maintaining
a
sufficiency in numbers and quality
of the public health workforce and
associated personnel with a nimble
and fit-for-purpose system to
enhance their effectiveness,” he
said, adding that “boots-on-the
ground epidemiology is vital to
our success.”
Dr Gonsalves said the third
point is to maintain basic primary
healthcare activities, particularly
those related to maternal and child
health, and optimal care for persons
with chronic diseases and medical
emergencies; and the fourth is
promoting further public
confidence in the health authorities’
strategic approach and work plan
in fighting Covid-19.
“Five, developing further an
enabling environment for
responsible behaviour by the

population through their adherence
to the advice and protocols by the
health authorities on Covid-19.
“Six, the earliest possible
introduction of Covid-19
vaccines,” Prime Minister
Gonsalves said.
“That’s the strategic plan in the
current circumstances,” he said.
The Prime Minister said that “a
bundle of activities within the
strategic plan for tackling Covid19 are already in place” and that
they are “being refined for better
delivery and others are being
proposed to flatten the current
rising curve of Covid-19
infections.” He also said that “the
most significant activity to be
continued and ramped up is the
inter-related bundle to find, to trace,
to test, to isolate and to support.”
“We must be able quickly to
find, trace and isolate persons with
the infection. Offering support to
vulnerable persons while in
isolation is critical to maintaining
public health, nutritional and
personal security and safety.

Prime Minister Dr Ralph
Gonsalves
“The measures being currently
implemented focus on aggressive
surveillance to allow for the early
identification of positive cases
through actively seeking cases in the
flu clinics, contact tracing and
targeted testing in at-risk populations.
“This week, the health
authorities will further ramp up
their work in these respects at the
22 designated flu clinics across all
nine health districts in St Vincent
and the Grenadines,” Prime
Minister Gonsalves said in the
broadcast to the nation.
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Author of Black and
Caribbean-set novels, passes
Eric Jerome Dickey, best selling author whose novels depicted romance, erotica and
suspense focussing on black
life, died recently in Los Angeles, USA, after a long illness,
according to his his publicist.
He was 59.
Dickey’s first book in 1996,
“Sister, Sister,” the intertwined
stories of three Black women,
was the beginning of his career
in the arts that he did not set out
for.
The Memphis-born author
graduated from the University
of Memphis with a degree in
computer system technology,
and went to Los Angeles to
pursue a career in engineering,
ending up becoming an actor
and a stand-up comedian and
later discovered that he had a
skill for writing, after taking creative
writing classes, then began a career as an
author.
His 29 novels connected with
audiences all over the world who were
drawn to his conversational writing style,
making him one of the most successful
Black authors.
In 2012 Dickey visited T&T to
promote his book ‘An Accidental Affair’,
the first of many visits, he would later
write books inspired by his visits, one
such novel was ‘Pleasure’ where the
main character, Nia Simone Bijo, is
a Trinidadian living in Atlanta. Bijou is a
writer who has it all, except for the one
thing that’ll give her the control she cravesand the power she deserves: She will
“open herself up to experiences she never
dared before, and as her fantasies begin to
spin out of control, she’ll discover the
unexpected price of the extreme.”

The
News

NASA article given scant
regard as public focus on
“authentic sources” only!

Head of the UWI Seismic Research Centre
Professor Richard Robertson says the North
American Space Agency (NASA) satellites
are not capable of determining whether an
eruption is imminent at La Soufriere Volcano,
Mt Pelée Volcano on Martinique or any other
volcano in the world.
Professor Robertson, a Vincentian
geologist, made the comment recently while
on the Issue at Hand programme on WeFM.
Co-host Philbert ‘P John’ John, in a question
to professor Robertson, referred to a recent
article on La Soufriere Volcano in St Vincent
and Mt Pelée volcano on Martinique which
was published on the nasa.gov website but the
question was narrowed to specifically about
the NASA satellite capability.
Eric Jerome Dickey
“I saw a news report and I want you tell me
if we can rely on these. The most recent update
Dickey’s ‘A wanted woman’ his from NASA suggests that there’s an imminent
twenty-first novel, is a steamy thriller eruption; and not only with respect to La
set in Barbados, about “a woman of Soufriere but Mt Pele in Martinique,” John put
a thousand faces, an assassin who to the geologist.
“First of all, professor Robertson, have
could be anyone, anywhere.”
you seen that article?” another co-host, Cecil
Dickey in one of his Author Ryan asked immediately after.
notes, commented on the fact that he
Robertson, in his response said: “Yeah, I
never knew his surname had so much get from what he’s saying that the most recent
meaning until he came to the satellite imagery from NASA seems to suggest
an eruption here is imminent as well as in the
Caribbean.
Other Dickey well known novels other part of the region? Well, I don’t think
include ‘Milk in My Coffee’, currently the capabilities of the NASA satellite
‘Naughtier Than Nice’, ‘The Other allow you to determine whether any eruption
Woman’, ’Sleeping with Strangers’ anywhere in the world is imminent. The NASA
satellite that we accessed previously, what it
and ‘Friends and Lovers’.
actually does is look for hotspots and is actually
His final novel, ‘The Son of Mr searching for fires in fact, and that’s how we
Suleman’, which he was expected to determined something was… well, one of the
return to T&T to promote, is ways we determined something was happening
scheduled to be released later this at the summit.
“As far as I am aware there is no way it has
year in April.
Dickey was the father of four the capacity to determine if eruptions are
imminent… The
daughters.
NASA satellites
don’t tell you
The
whether eruptions
are imminent.”
News
Robertson
How to Play Sudoku
noted that the
The objective of the game is to fill all the blank
squares in a game with the correct numbers. There intensity of the
hotspot changes in
are three very simple constraints to follow.
that as the dome
In a 9 by 9 square Sudoku game:

Word Find

SUDOKU

• Every row of 9 numbers must include all digits 1
through 9 in any order.
• Every column of 9 numbers must include all digits
1 through 9 in any order.
• Every 3 by 3 subsection of the 9 by 9 square must
include all digits 1 through 9.

CURRENT EVENTS

SOLUTION NEXT WEEK

come out temperature gets cooler or hotter.
“The NASA satellite won’t tell you whether
an eruption is imminent. And we have no
evidence that that is the case, that anything is
imminent.”
John then led professor Robertson on the
question of authentic sources that the public
should rely on for updated and accurate
information. “We should rely only on what the
NEMO puts out, with respect to update, and the
UWI Seismic Unit and not necessarily other
agencies?”
Professor Robertson replied: “Yeah. We
make a concerted effort to put the information
about what is happening out to the public,”
Robertson said, adding that in these situations
people always have conspiracies that the
authorities are trying to hide things.
“We are constantly putting stuff on social
media, we’re giving interviews to media –
television, radio – various members of staff are
doing that. I am constantly speaking to people
in St Vincent. So, there’s an effort to make sure
people have the news and people should rely on
that and not necessarily take things that are not
from the authentic sources, which is, NEMO
and Seismic Research Centre.”
Interestingly, the article published on the
nasa.gov website pointed to what the authorities
here and other sources spoke about in terms of
imminent eruptions at the two volcanos.
“Researchers have recently indicated there
may be an imminent volcanic eruption in two
volcanoes in the Caribbean – the La Soufrière
volcano on Saint Vincent and the Grenadines,
and Mt Pelée on Martinique. According to the
Seismic Research Centre at the University of
the West Indies, there has been no explosive
eruption at La Soufrière so far, but magma
reaching the surface is forming a growing dome
in the crater. The volcano is also releasing gas
and steam. In Martinique, seismologists have
detected increased seismic activity under Mt
Pelée. Officials have issued an orange alert for
the northern end of Saint Vincent, which means
an eruption could occur with less than 24 hours’
notice. When La Soufrière last erupted in 1979
over 20,000 people were evacuated. An eruption
in 1902 killed 1,565 people. Before that, the last
major eruption in the region was in 1812,” the
article stated.
The NASA article also stated: “The NASA
Earth Applied Sciences
Disasters Program has
LAST WEEK’S
activated to aid risk reduction
WORDFIND SOLUTION
efforts for a potential volcanic
eruption, and is closely
monitoring the region. The
program responded to an
initial request for assistance
from the U.S. Agency for
International Development
(USAID) coordinated by the
NSAS Applied Sciences
SERVIR programme and is
now working directly with the
USGS Volcano Disaster
Assistance Program (VDAP)
to identify and analyze EarthLAST WEEK’S
observing data that may be
SUDOKU SOLUTION
helpful in preparing for a
potential eruption and
mitigating its impacts. The
teams have used short wave
infrared data from the
European Space Agency
(ESA) Copernicus Sentinel-2
satellite to identify a thermal
anomaly in the La Soufrière
volcano, indicating magma
close to the surface.”

Multiple Stresses in SVG
- Ley we do something before something do we!

Lift the Nation
before God
• Let us continue to lift the
nation before God. We have called
the country to one day prayer and
fasting in the past even when we
were faced with less stresses. Let
us do it again! We must not forget
God as a Christian people and
country. However, we have learnt
that even as we seek God’s face for
direction, it is pertinent that we put
measures in place to address the
issues at hand as we often
acknowledge that faith without
works is dead.

Risk Communication
• A critical component of DRM
is risk communication. We have to
understand our people and our
context and ensure that we find
efficient and effective strategies to

communicate our risk and valuable
information. I have seen how false
information can spread quickly on
social media, but at times this is
due to the fact that the truth is not
forthcoming, has shortcomings or
is simply just slow in coming.
Let us consider and apply the
different methods that we can use
to communicate. We can rely on
our GIS experts to develop
interactive maps and dashboards
that provide daily updates to the
people on different platforms,
including social media; but we have
to also recognise the different levels
of literacy within the country,
access to resources and age groups
among other things. Accordingly,
we need to engage multiple ways
of communicating information. At
this point, all radio stations,
newspapers, TV stations, social
media (FB, twitter, Instagram,
LinkedIn etc), Non-governmental
Organisations (NGOs), bill boards,
town criers, telecommunications
networks such as Digicel and Flow
who are able to send quick alerts
and even regional radio stations
should be involved in this FIGHT.

by Dr Rose-Ann Smith

There are a lot of questions that the public has
that the press can find a way to capture and get
the answers from those in authority. We have
not been seeing or hearing from some of the
very key officials. Part of doing a press conference is to appease the heart of a people who are
panicking and show us that amidst the turmoil,
even without all the answers, you are standing
with us, doing all that you can and, trying
multiple things even as you gain more knowledge.

Panic
On the night of the 16th
January, 2021, we saw some
residents participating in a hasty
south bound exodus. It was the
first time many had witnessed the
upwelling of hot magma which
ignited the dark skies as it gets
closer to rim of the crater. They
PANICKED! Reports from the
UWI Seismic Centre indicate that
this volcanic activity has been
occurring throughout the day but
is more visible at night because of
the dark skies. If anything, this
tells us that it is not a time to pull
each other down with derogatory
words alluding to stupidity, as I
have seen some do, but to recognise
that some may not be as privileged
to access and understand certain
information and further, to
recognise that, amidst all that has
been done through NEMO and the
UWI Seismic Centre, more needs
to be done in relation to clear,
understandable and effective
information. I personally think that
this was a good opportunity to send
out a broadcast SMS message, at
utilize other media platforms to
disseminate relevant information.

learnt that several persons in the
Fancy community never heeded
the warning because they never
received it. They were tuned into
the St Lucia’s radio station whose
signal, they picked up clearer.
While much has changed since the
last eruption, which occurred about
40 years ago, glaring gaps still
exist in our communicative reach.
More careful attention must
therefore be directed at building
knowledge on the nuances of
information pipelines accessed and
utilized by the population.
It is necessary even as we
communicate to ensure that it is
not one-off and that it is hitting the
airwaves at the same time each
day. If, for example, we are using
radio or TV, persons must be aware
of a specific point in time when
they would be updated.

Consider Multiple Methods of
Communication

More News
Conferences

We must consider the
significance of multiple methods
of communication and also
recognise the weaknesses in each.
For examples, not everyone can
read with understanding; not
everyone has access to radio and
television or even a cellular phone
and, at times, the radio station they
are tuned into may be on another
island. I remembered years ago
while doing my PhD research
following Hurricane Tomas, I

I am also making an appeal for
more press conferences. There are
a lot of questions that the public
has that the press can find a way to
capture and get the answers from
those in authority. We have not
been seeing or hearing from some
of the very key officials. Part of
doing a press conference is to
appease the heart of a people who
are panicking and show us that
amidst the turmoil, even without
all the answers, you are standing

with us, doing all that you can and,
trying multiple things even as you
gain more knowledge. Most of all,
it gives answers to the many
questions that that the Vincentian
public have in light of the multiple
stresses we face. Let us endeavour
to do more in this area.

Evacuation
• I want to touch briefly on
evacuation. I would wish to say
more on this, but I have not yet
accessed the evacuation plan or
learnt of its elements. I have heard
Dr Gonsalves mention its
existence, but like many others,
we are left wondering about the
details. Not everyone will be able
to pick up an evacuation plan and
understand it, but with a volcano
that can go off at any time, this is
the time to educate the public about
the details of the plan.
We have no time to lose. We
should have already been aware of
several things:
Where to move to once the
evacuation order is issued? Where
are the evacuation points? How do
we get there? This information
must be given in accordance with
where you are coming from. I am
aware that some of the very highrisk areas on the Windward side do
not have adequate transportation
system, particularly Fancy so we
need to consider this. Have we
sought to assess the assets within

each community? How may
persons have vehicles and boats
and who will be willing to assist in
the movement of people especially
in light of Covid-19? How have we
been appealing to these persons?
How can we ensure that the
evacuation process is so smooth
that there is no traffic jam or other
challenges that may slow down
movement? How about persons
like farmers who might be in the
field at the time the order is given?
What should they do immediately
after getting that SMS? I am hoping
here that they do carry a cell phone
but, if not, there are also new
challenges to address. The town
crier might be useful here.
What about families with
disabled, sick and elderlies; how
are they incorporated in the
evacuation plan? In all of this, we
want to also understand how Covid19 is addressed in the plan. I pray
and hope that we do not have to go
through such an eruption but should
it take place, it is necessary that the
public
understands
ALL
information now.
Apart from the need for us to
continue to pray and fast, I have
focussed my attention on
communication and evacuation in
this article as I believe these are
critical at this time. However, even
as we move forward, I wish to leave
with you this SWOT analysis based
on some cursory observations. The
list is not exhaustive, but it is to
tickle our minds that even as we
continue to fight the 3-headed
monster before us, we must
recognise
our
strengths,
acknowledge our weaknesses and
seek out opportunities amidst the
threats we face.
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I want to start by stating that I am
a Vincentian living in Jamaica and
I hold a PhD in Geography. I lecture
at the University of the West Indies
in several courses, including
Disaster Risk Management. I am
also a consultant that has
contributed to or led several
projects in the area of Disaster
Risk Management and Climate
Change Adaptation. I was the lead
consultant for the United Nations
Office for Disaster Risk Reduction
(UNDRR), charged with applying
the Comprehensive Disaster Risk
Management Tool in several
Caribbean islands. As much as I do
not normally feel it necessary to
publicise my credentials, I see this
as a necessary preface to content of
this article so that what follows
will not be viewed as a political
tactic but rather a perspective
grounded in years of research and
experience in a relevant field.
St Vincent and the Grenadines
is currently faced with multiple
stresses including Covid-19 and a
recent surge in the number of
Dengue
cases.
These
epidemiological challenges are
compounded by the imminent
threat of an effusive volcano which
has significant potential to affect
lives and livelihoods. This presents
a very unique set of challenges as
any action for preparedness and
response must not only seek to
manage these stresses individually,
but also collectively. We must also
contend with the fact that we are
confronted with constraints
imposed by limited human and
financial resources. It is a difficult
challenge for any government or
people, but we are a resilient nation.
I am confident we will be able to
conquer this challenge if we
capitalize on our strengths, address
our weaknesses and explore the
opportunities for transformation
and change. In light of the
prevailing circumstances, I will
continue this article by offering
some advice and suggestions to
key stakeholders.

Police warn of
WhatsApp Scam!
Thursday January 21, 2021 • St Vincent & the Grenadines • No. 1647

Fake Promotion requests
users’ personal information

One more Death

from Dengue!
Last Tuesday 19th January St
Vincent and the Grenadines
recorded another death due to
Dengue Fever.
A 15-year-old asthmatic Fourth
form student of the Bishop’s College
Kingstown (BCK), is said to the latest
recorded death due to Dengue Fever,
here in St Vincent and the Grenadines.
Last Tuesday 19th January,
2021, Ciara ‘Cece’ Gumbs, who
reportedly was admitted to hospital
early in January, “with acute dengue
fever and a severe allergic drug
reaction,” after remaining stable
initially, developed complications
one week ago.
Her condition deteriorated and
the Vermont resident died on
Tuesday.
On Monday, a family member

on social media reached out to the
public for assistance, for the
teenager.
“Hello, Friends & Family! Our
beloved, is in dire need of
emergency health care services that
St Vincent and the Grenadines’
community cannot provide. She is
currently suffering from severe
Dengue Fever, seizures and
pneumonia. Soon she has to be
airlifted to a more highly-equipped
hospital in Martinique. Will you
join our charge to give this young
woman a fighting chance at life?
Her body has swollen as a response
to many unsuccessful treatment
attempts within her home hospital,”
the post explained.
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Ciara ‘Cece’ Gumbs

those persons with such conditions maintain control
of their conditions as much as possible.
“If you’re a diabetic, please do not forget your
medication, please stick with your diet, please
continue to exercise as possible. If you’re
hypertensive, also please continue to take your
medication and make sure your blood pressure is
well controlled including using diet and exercise.
Additionally such persons should be very careful
about going out and about and should not do that
without wearing a mask at all times. Family members
of such persons also when they are going about also
need to be very careful about wearing a mask. That
way, they can protect their loved ones so they
don’t get it, they don’t bring it into the home.
And there are other interventions that can
be used. While at home if you’re particularly
worried, if you feel you might be exposed to
Covid-19, you have a loved one in the home
who is elderly, has non-communicable diseases
like diabetes and hypertension, just continue to
use the mask in the home whenever you are
close to such persons or when you are taking
care of such persons if such persons need your
assistance for their daily activities.
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a database of over 80,000,000
users,” according to Sarah Davis.
WhatsApp users from Africa,
America, Asia, Australia, Canada,
Europe, Middle East, the Bahamas,
New Zealand, Jamaica, St Kitts
and Nevis, Haiti, Turks and Caicos
were said to be selected randomly.
Additionally, the message also
informed recipients that they were
among the lucky winners with a
grand prize of $100,000 USD and
they needed to make a claim to
receive their prize.
As part of the message a claim
form with a ‘fake Samsung
letterhead’ was also provided by
Davis, requesting information
from persons like full name, phone
number, home address, email
address, date of birth, nationality,
occupation, next of kin and country
of residence.
The RSVGPF urges the public
“not to share any information or
cooperate in any way with Sarah
Davis” as this proposition is all a
scam.

Two Covid

High Risk Persons Should be
Extra Careful of Covid Infection
The Chief Medical Officer, CMO, Dr Simone
Keizer-Beacher has reminded the public about
those groups of persons who are particularly vulnerable to having poor outcomes when they become infected with Covid-19.
She explained that those persons are those who
have Chronic Non-Communicable Diseases such as
Diabetes, Hypertension, Chronic Renal Disease,
Sickle-Cell Anaemia, also persons who may have
Systemic Lupus Erythematosus, SLE, or any disease
that persons have to deal with for a long period of time
that cannot be cured but rather controlled.
The CMO pointed out that it is important that

Vincentians are being warned
to be on the look out for an
alleged scam that is currently
taking place via WhatsApp, allegedly as if on behalf of
Samsung.
In a release earlier this week,
the Royal St Vincent and the
Grenadines Police Force
(RSVGPF) advised the general
public to be aware of the scam that
is currently being perpetuated via
Whatsapp.
RSVGPF
stated
that
WhatsApp users have “received
messages from a Sarah Davis,
using cellular phone number 880
1629-845652,” the user claims to
be a “Samsung promotion active
online agent.”
The content of the messages
allegedly state that Samsung
Company is currently running a
promotional programme for
WhatsApp members worldwide
and participants were selected
through random selection in
Samsung’s computerised System,
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Deaths
Confirmed
The Chief Medical Officer Dr Simone Keizer-Beache has confirmed two deaths from Covid-19 in St Vincent and the Grenadines.
Since the first case of Covid-19 in March last year, many have
boasted of there being no deaths as a result of the pandemic.
The first person died last Friday 15th January 2021, and the second
came a few days later, early Monday morning 18th January 2021.
And, for the first time since naming Greggs as an area with several
cases early in the pandemic here, the Chief Medical Officer has now
explained in a statement that Pembroke-Layou-Buccament is now a
main area with other areas of cases being reported to centres in
Georgetown, Chateaubelair, Mesopotamia, Cedars, Calliaqua, Northern
and Southern Grenadines, virtually naming the entire country.
From a previous release the Pembroke, Layou and Buccament area
appears to have the highest number of residents with infections.
The first Covid-19 death recorded here was a 47-year-old female
with multiple pre-existing conditions, diabetes and hypertension,
presented to the Hospital Services during the evening of January 14th
with difficulty breathing. The patient, who was confirmed to be positive
for Covid-19 on admission, rapidly deteriorated and died at 5pm
January 15th, 2021.
The second Covid-19 death is that of an 80-year-old male who was
admitted to the Milton Cato Memorial Hospital on Friday January 15th,
2021, with complications of a chronic non-communicable disease. The
elderly gentleman tested positive for Covid-19 during the routine
screening conducted on all admissions. The patient who was managed
on the Covid-19 Isolation Ward became unstable and died at 4:30am
January 18th, 2021.
Over recent weeks, most cases were detected during contact tracing,
testing of persons with flu-like symptoms and exit screening. And, most
cases were without travel history, being local cases.

Published by The News Limited, Kingstown, St Vincent and the Grenadines and Printed by SVG Publishers Inc., Campden Park

