High Commissioner’s remarks at Community Reception
Bridgetown 9 October 2025
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[Namaste, Shubh Sandhya,

Hon’ble Speaker of Lok Sabha, Shri Om Birla, Hon’ble Deputy Chairman of Rajya Sabha,
Hon’ble Speakers of States Assembly/ State legislative council, distinguished members of
Parliament, Members of Legislative assembly of States, Secretary General of Lok Sabha
and Rajya Sabha, Senior Government officials and distinguished members of Indian
community. Indeed, it is my honor to welcome Hon’ble Speaker of Lok Sabha’ led
delegation that is the first ever visit at this level since the establishment of diplomatic
relations between India-Barbados.]
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[Our relations are cordial, built on mutual understanding, trust, and strong people-to-
people ties that are further enhanced and expanding in new areas through frequent high-
level exchanges. The interaction between our Prime Minister, Hon’ble Shri Narendra Modi
and H.E Prime Minister, Mia Amor Motley at the sidelines of CARRICOM further gave
impetus to our ongoing partnership and collaboration.|
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[In my view, 5 Ds define our relationship with the Caribbean countries; named
Decolonization, Diversity, Democracy, Development and Diaspora. The Our ancestors

carried the spirit of India to the trans-Atlantic shore when put their first steps on the shores
of Caribbean islands, including Barbados.]|
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[Indians naturally embrace diversity and integrate seamlessly into the societies they join,
respecting local rules and traditions. Indians serve their host countries with honesty,




contributing to their growth and prosperity, while always keeping India close to their
hearts. Bharatvanshi celebrate every joy and achievement of India with great
enthusiasm.|
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[Once upon a time, it was said that the sun never set on the Victorian empire. Now, we
can proudly say that Sun will never set on Indian diaspora. The Victoria empire was
established by force and maintained by coercion and imperialistic power, hence
subjugated all corners of world by introducing their cultural hegemony.]
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[On the other hand, the empire of Bhartvanshi is nurtured by sweat and burning of
midnight oil without any use of force or coercion. You earn respect and position in this
society through your hard labor and entrepreneurship. Unlike imperialistic power, you
preserve your Indianness and culture without intervening in other affairs with spirit of
Vasudhaiva Kutumbkam. Your achievement inspires millions in India as well.]
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[With rich cultural diversity and ongoing economic development, the deep bonds of
Diaspora continue to strengthen our social, cultural, and economic ties, laying the

groundwork for further cooperation and mutual growth. Let us work together for progress
and prosperity of our people.

Thanks for kind attention.

Now I would like to request Hon’ble Speaker of Lok Sabha to share his inspiring words
with us. |
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