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On September 14, 2026, "Hindi Diwas" (Hindi Day) was celebrated at the Swami Vivekananda
Cultural Centre in Paramaribo under the aegis of the Indian Embassy. The event was attended by the
President of the Suriname Hindi Parishad (Hindi Council), Hindi language enthusiasts, local citizens,
and representatives of the Indian community.

The program featured Hindi poetry recitations, many of which were original compositions by the
participants themselves, along with a Hindi quiz session.



In his address, Ambassador Subhash Prasad Gupta emphasized the continuity of the Hindi tradition in
Suriname and praised the Hindi Parishad for its important role in keeping the Hindi language alive.
He encouraged participants to intensify their efforts toward promoting Hindi and highlighted the
language's role in strengthening the historic cultural ties between India and Suriname.

In connection with Hindi Diwas, the Embassy had earlier organized various competitions under "Hindi
Pakhwada" (Hindi Fortnight), including a "Hindi Knowledge Competition," an "Official Work in
Hindi (Rajbhasha) Competition," a "Hindi Essay Writing Competition," and a "Poetry Recitation
Competition." These competitions saw enthusiastic participation from people of Indian origin,
students, Hindi enthusiasts, and local Surinamese citizens. Participation that reflects both the
deepening cultural ties between India and Suriname and the vibrancy of, and growing interest in, the
Hindi language in Suriname.

It's worth noting that on 14 September 1949, India's Constituent Assembly adopted Hindi, written in
the Devanagari script, as the official language of the Union of India. In memory of this historic
decision, Hindi Diwas is celebrated every year on 14 September to promote the spread of the Hindi
language and strengthen a sense of pride in it among the public.

At the conclusion of the ceremony, the Ambassador honored the participants of Hindi Pakhwada, the
winners of the competitions, and the Surinamese participants in the Hindi Diwas celebration with
certificates and cash prizes.

The Indian Embassy called on the Indian community living in Suriname, local citizens, and everyone
interested in Hindi to actively contribute to the promotion of the Hindi language.

(A few photographs from the event are attached.)
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