Welcome address by the Ambassador of India, H.E. Subhash Gupta on the occasion of
Phagwa/Holi Celebration

[3 March Bharat Bhawan, Paramaribo]

Representative of the President of the Republic of Suriname, Her Excellency Ms. Lalinie
Gopal, Minister of Youth Development and Sports,

H.E.Mr. Dirk Currie, Minister of Education, Science and Culture,
His Excellency Mr. Patrick Brunings, Minister of Oil, Gas and Environment,

Members of Parliament, Fellow Ambassadors, Members of the Diplomatic Corps,
Distinguished members of the Indian diaspora, Friends of India, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Namaskar, Good Morning, It is my great honour to welcome you all to Bharat Bhawan India
House today as we celebrate Phagwa-Holi, the festival of colours and joy. Your presence
adds warmth to this blissful celebration, which is also coincides with a yearlong celebration
marking the Golden Jubilee, the 50th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic
relations between India and Suriname.
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In our traditions, Holi carries layers of meaning derived from history, scripture, and the

rhythms of agrarian life. It commemorates the victory of devotion to tyranny of King
Hiranyakshayp through the story of Prahlad and Holika, reminding us... Satyameyv Jayate, the
truth always prevails. It also celebrates the divine love of Krishna and Radha, whose playful
throwing of colours symbolises affection, and the celebration of human relationships. Holi
further marks the arrival of Vasant, the spring season, when communities in India’s agrarian
society traditionally rejoiced after the harvest, offering gratitude for nature’s abundance and
praying for prosperity in the year ahead.
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This is a moment of pride, reflection, and reaffirmation of our deep and enduring friendship
flourishing over centuries. Phagwa is one of the most vibrant symbols of the cultural bridge
between our two nations. When the first Indian ancestors arrived in Suriname more than 150
years ago, they brought with them not only their values, but also their festivals, languages,
folklore and value system.
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Among these, Phagwa is a remarkable example of our shared culture. And the Hindostani
community, with its rich traditions, has played a central role in nurturing and enriching this
cultural treasure. Indian diaspora has been a living bridge connecting India and Suriname
through heritage, music, cuisine, spirituality, and shared values. Their contributions
continue to strengthen our bilateral ties and deepen our people-to-people bonds. Phagwa
in Suriname is not just a festival; it is an unforgettable experience, which may be feel in
rhythmic Chowtal, groups singing age old melodies, the soulful Baithak Gana, blending
Bhojpuri roots with Surinamese creativity, the aroma of Indo-Surinamese cuisine; roti, bara,
phulauri and other delicacies that have become part of the Surinamese palate.
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Today, Holi is celebrated across the world. It has become a global symbol of the triumph of
good over evil, the renewal of hope, the joy of togetherness, and the celebration of diversity.
As we celebrate Phagwa and the Golden Jubilee of our diplomatic relations, we honour a
partnership built on shared democratic values, cultural affinity, development cooperation,
and deep mutual respect. Our collaboration spans culture, health, technology, education,
capacity building, and people centric development. On this joyous occasion, | extend my
heartfelt appreciationto allcommunity organizations, cultural organizations, artist who keep
the spirit of Phagwa alive here in Suriname. Your dedication ensures that the legacy of our
ancestors continues to inspire future generations. | also extend my sincere thanks to the
Emabassy team who puttheir tireless efforts into this celebration May the colours of Phagwa



bring happiness, harmony, and peace in our life. May the friendship between India and
Suriname continue to flourish forever.
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Phagwa ki hardik shubhkamnayein. Shubh Holi. A colourful Phagwa to all. Dhanyavaad. Jai

Bharat Jai Suriname
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